MHSP SnoJob
May 2009
President’s Notes
- Joel Stevens

W

e are
at the end of
another ski season.
It has been a great year starting out
with the Ski Swap and tremendous
participation from all of you. Then
great snow and, again, your
participation. Now we have the
summer ski season before us. Don’t
forget to dispatch for your summer
days. And we have more good things
to come.
We just received a major donation
from Intel Corporation. Intel makes a
$200 donation for every 20 hours their
employees work in a qualified
charitable service organization up to a
maximum of $10,000. Our patrollers
who work for Intel put in a total of 1472
hours in patrol duties last year, and we
just received a check from Intel for the
$10,000 maximum. We really
appreciate Intel’s generosity, and the
hard work of our patrollers who are Intel
employees. Check with your employer.
They might also have a program
matching funds to volunteer time.
The Annual MHSP Awards Banquet is
coming up the last Saturday in May
(May 30th) at Timberline Lodge. Please
RSVP to your invitation and plan on
attending. We induct our new
members, honor our current members
special achievements during the year
and then dance the night away. It is a
good party in the historic location
where the Patrol was formed. You will
see your fellow patrollers in a different
light - dressed up rather than in parkas

and goggles. If you want to stay at
Timberline Lodge Saturday night, you
need to make your reservations soon.
Timberline is holding a block of rooms
for us available on a first come basis.
Just a reminder the second annual
Snow Sports Swap is coming in
October. Plan on putting in a few
shifts at the swap. If you can get more
involved, the swap committee would
like to have you. Contact Stewart
Carter, Wendy Stewart, John Moss,
Nate Vitagliano or Pat Stevens, if you
want to get involved in the planning.
This is my last SnoJob article as
President. I have really enjoyed my
past four years on the MHSP Council
and particularly my last two years as
president. But I am looking forward to
going back to being a regular
patroller for a while. I would like to
thank the current council for making
my job easier. It was a privilege to
serve with such an exceptional group
of Patrollers.
I urge all of you to consider
volunteering for a committee or
running for an office. The future of the
MHSP depends on patrollers
involvement in its operations and
leadership. We all know the more you
put into an organization, the more you
get out of it. I have had a great
experience. Thank you for electing
me president two years ago.
Now, let’s go skiing!

Remember SPIF
Joel Stevens

SPIF—Ski patrolling is fun!

It’s on YOUR
calendar,
right?
MHSP Banquet
Date: Saturday,
May 30, 2009,
Time: 6:30 PM
Place:
Timberline Lodge

PLEASE RSVP NO
LATER THAN
May 20th

Save the date!
2009 OEC Refresher
dates:
Saturday, September 26
Sunday, October 18
Sunday, October 25

Associate Director
- Dave McKay

Patrol Chief
- Paul Podett
Hope all is well.
Thanks for all the help with making
this a great winter season.
Thanks to our lead training staff,
Jeffrey Weitz, Toby Willey, Tom Payne
and James Holway along with the entire coaching
staff both hill and associate. I think we made some
progress this season with more of a team hill and
associate training approach. I hope the concept
continues under Jeffery’s watch.
Matt Aimonetti is now an official level two PSIA
instructor. Congratulations Matt !!
I know Matt is very eager to share his wealth of
knowledge, so stay tuned for a workshop this summer
at Timberline. I would also hope more of our Senior
Alpine Patrollers take the time to teach a drill, suggest
a different technique and add to our patrol’s riding
abilities.
Come on up this summer, it’s always a good day
above 3,000 feet – see you up there.
Doc
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The season is winding down, and we’re
still going strong. We need coverage at
all ski areas for a few weeks more.
Though the sun is often shining, the golf
clubs are screaming for attention, I still
encourage everyone to put in more
days before all the snow goes away (sad). OK, so it’s hard
to keep motivated, especially when my Memorial Day
Weekend camping plans may melt away due to TOO
MUCH SNOW! (Happened last year, too), but SNOW is
generally a good thing. It’s good for spring skiing, it keeps
our forests green, and reservoirs full. These are good things.
It’s been another banner year for the Associate Program
this year. Another 10-15 will receive their pins at the
banquet. More are waiting in line to start training. The Hill/
Associate integrated training program worked out well this
past season, with a few changes/improvements under
consideration for the coming season. Having our hill and
associate apprentices training together for a good portion
of the year promotes teamwork and camaraderie. Thanks
to Jim Holway, Toby Willey, Tom Payne, Jeffrey Weitz, and
all the Associate and Hill coaches for making the program
a success this past season.
On a more serious note, our economy is hurting,
affecting many patrollers on a personal level such as job
losses. If you are more fortunate, please reach out to help
your fellow patrollers by keeping your eyes and ears open
for any opportunities suitable for someone you know who is
looking for work. I don’t recall a time when so many of my
friends were uprooted from a job, and forced to start over
again. This is a very tough thing to endure. I’ve been
there, too, and it’s not fun. So, please help out if you can.
See you on the mountain!
Dave McKay
Outgoing Associate Director
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First Aid Chief
- Cleo Howell

T

My last bit of advice for you is how to deal with a
traumatic situation, such as the death or serious injury
of a patient you treat. From experience and training I
his is the last newsletter article suggest you do one or all of the activities listed below;
I will write as the First Aid Chief for the
• Talk to the other people involved in the patient
MHSP, as my term is almost complete.
treatment; other patrollers, paramedics,
By way of farewell, I would like to pass on a couple
bystanders, etc. Debrief right after the
bits of advice to you. You have received some of the
incident if possible.
best emergency medical care training and you have
• Talk about the incident to someone else on the
plenty of experience treating sick or injured patients.
patrol you trust.
Because of those factors you are a valuable resource
• Talk to your friends and family about the
in your community as well as on the mountain.
I
incident.
encourage you to always be prepared to treat a sick
• If you are still having problems dealing with the
or injured person. That means you should keep some
incident you may need to seek professional
first aid supplies close at hand, including in your car
help.
and at home.
In order to be prepared you must keep up your
Thank you for your support during my term as your First
skills. Some of you may not treat very many patients
Aid Chief.
on the mountain and you only attend the OEC
Refresher once a year. I would encourage you to look
Cleo Howell
at your OEC book occasionally or better yet come to
Outgoing First Aid Chief
the current OEC course and help out. There is no
better way to learn than to teach a subject. The OEC
course is on Tuesday nights at St. Vincent Hospital
through June 23.

One of the great things about Oregon is the
chance to ski in July and August – bring your cell
phone and call all your friends and relatives sweltering
in the Midwest, East or South!
Even better, bring your friends or family. Bronze
hanks to everyone who patrolled at Timberand Silver members are entitled to one guest pass and
line this winter! In conjunction with new Patrol Director, Gold members are entitled to a family guest pass on
Paul Knight, we tried out some different things – some any day you patrol at Timberline.
worked right off and others needed a little course
Summer pre-dispatch deadline is May 15th. Seating
correction. By the time spring rolled around
is limited, pre-dispatch today to get your preferred
procedures were fine-tuned and documented,
dates.
staffing levels were “right-sized” and the assignment
books made it easy to be an instant Timberline expert.
Your Timberline APCs,
Many thanks to those who jumped in early on,
Mark Diamond and Lisa Hargrave
provided feedback and helped us create an efficient
operation.
Summer is around the corner!
Silver and Gold members have already committed to
PRE-dispatching for 1 or 2 summer days. Bronze
members have no required days but are invited to ski
with us this summer to give back to the mountain and
just for the joy of it. And anyone is welcome to put in
extra days.

T
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Timberline
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Mountain
Hosts

H - hospitality
O -optimize
S - safety
T – teamwork

The MHHP has
had an excellent season –
great participation, new Host
Supervisors have developed
and engaged new
responsibilities, and our Host Apprentice team
completed a great learning cycle and are
moving forward as accomplished MHHP
members. We have a strong and robust
membership of over 130!! As of April, 2009, there
are an additional 10-12 new applicants for the
2009-10 Season......not bad !! The High Gear
order for jackets and our new vests will be
submitted shortly.
The MHSP bylaw amendment successfully
passed at the last General Meeting. What does
that mean? The MHHP is officially folded into
and part of the Mt. Hood Ski Patrol. We will also
have a voting position on the MHSP Council. The
new Mountain Host Director will be elected by
the Mountain Host membership for a one year
term with a limit of two consecutive terms.
Watch this space for information as to how the
first term will be filled.

Family fun at Skibowl
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We continue to grow and develop, as well as
provide services and support to Timberline, Ski
Bowl, and very importantly, to the MHSP. Without
the support of these groups, we would not be
where we are today....and MOST importantly,
thanks to all of the people that have taken ownership and pride in our Program.
We are building a great tradition !!!
Dates to Remember:
• Saturday, May 9, 2009 MHHP End of Season barbeque
• Saturday, May 30, 2009 MHSP Awards Banquet at Timberline
Hope to see everyone at our EOS - and have a
tremendous and safe Summer.
Thanks !
Bill Johnson
Director, MHHP

photo by Jodie Jeffers
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The Richard L.Kohnstamm Memorial Area

Press Release from the RLK Company
The recent passage of the Lewis and Clark Mount
Hood Wilderness Act preserves 127,000 acres around
Mt. Hood with Wilderness protection. It also honors
our company founder Richard L. Kohnstamm (19262006) with the special designation of the Richard L.
Kohnstamm Memorial Area.
This memorial area is appropriately located on the
upper south slope of Mt. Hood, directly above his
beloved Timberline Lodge and the now world famous
Palmer Snowfield. The official land designation
extends to the east and south into the White River
Canyon.

Good day for Avalanche Refresher
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Richard Kohnstamm, referred to by Senator Ron
Wyden in his Senate floor speech as the "father of
Timberline Lodge," dedicated his career to preserving
Timberline Lodge and its environs, as well as pioneering the nation's summer ski scene. He brought
world-class recreation and hospitality to Mt. Hood,
was a local leader, and promoted collaborative
stewardship of Timberline and the Mt. Hood National
Forest. There has perhaps never been a bigger
champion for Timberline Lodge and the allure and
natural beauty of Mt. Hood.
The Richard L. Kohnstamm Memorial Area, on the
south side of Mt. Hood, is the perfect tribute to the
man. The Kohnstamm family, along with all the
employees of Timberline Lodge, is extremely proud of
this special federally designated memorial area.

photo by Jodie Jeffers
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Patroller honored by
Boy Scouts of America
Mike Anderson (A1510) is to be
awarded the Boy Scouts of
America(BSA) Silver Beaver
Award at the 2009 Cascade
Pacific Council Court of Honor in
May. The Silver Beaver Award was established in
1931 for distinguished service to young people. It
is the highest national award which may be presented by a local council.
Mike is an Associate Advisor for Venturing
Crew 270 in Vancouver, and a member of the
Columbia Gorge District Committee. He has
been a member of the BSA for 25 years, 12 as a
scout and 13 as a leader. He has been a member of MHSP since 2007.

Nuts and Bolts
a Valuable Experience
If you have never attended
Nuts and Bolts, make this the year you try it.
Nuts and Bolts is a rare training opportunity
provided by the Pacific Northwest Division of National
Ski Patrol. You pay dues to PNWD, why not take
advantage?
June 5, 6, and 7 will find patrollers from around the
Pacific Northwest gathering at our own Timberline
Lodge for Toboggan Enhancement Seminars,
Instructor Development Class and Skiing
Enhancement Seminars.
Whether you are looking to break out of an
intermediate plateau or want to polish your
advanced technique, Ski/Snowboard/Telemark
Enhancement has something for everyone. And the
instructors are some of the best in North America.
The cost is a mere $25 for instruction that would cost
hundreds at a destination resort.
Toboggan Enhancement is open to all hill patrollers
and will teach you some new tricks. Ladies and
gentlemen of smaller stature – these clinics are great
for learning techniques that help you run sleds with
more brain and less brawn. If you are a sled coach, or
have thought about becoming one in the future, then
this is and the instructor sessions are events you don’t
want to miss.
See the detailed announcement for details and to
RSVP.(page 7)

Avalanche scenario—
the initial search
photo by Jodie
Jeffers
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PNWD Nuts and Bolts – 2009
“The Works” in a long weekend
Friday, June 5th
7:00 Registration
8:00 – 2:00 / Shop Talk for Experienced Toboggan Instructors
This year we return to a format begun years ago. This “on hill” shop talk session will present attendees with opportunity
to participate in a free spirited and wide ranging discussion of the “How to do it” part of toboggan handling. You will
have the chance to ply your craft as an instructor by showing your favorite new innovations. You will also have the
chance to learn new techniques from some of the best in the business. ---Open to current Toboggan Instructors---

Saturday & Sunday June 6-7
8:00 – 2:00 / Ski, Snowboard and Telemark Enhancement Seminars

Prepare yourself for next season on the slopes with a ski skills tune-up. Work with some of the best PSIA instructors
available anywhere. This session has a cost of $25 per attendee to offset instructor expense and is limited to the first
8 persons per session to pay the class fee. Sessions will be held on Saturday. ---Open to all patrollers--8:00 a.m. – 12:00 / Toboggan Instruction Tool Kit for the New Instructor
Just getting started as a toboggan instructor? Need a good “starter tool box” from which to build your own lesson plans
and exercises? This course is for you! ---Open to new and soon to be Toboggan Instructors--8:00 a.m. – 12:00 / Toboggan Skill Enhancement Seminar and a W-TES for those that desire
Learn how to better handle sleds on the hill. Practice your craft as an instructor. Small classes taught by many of the
best toboggan instructors from the PNWD. A chance to put it all together for both instructors and patrollers alike
Saturday Evening the Mt. Hood Ski Patrol will host a get together for all attendees. Details available at sign in.
Please RSVP by May 16th with which events you will be attending!
Send, call, fax, or email to:
Jeffry Weitz, Principal
North Rim Development Group, LLC
PO Box 6
West Linn, OR 97068
503.525.1925 ph
503.525.1927 fax
email: jweitz@northrimcommercial.com

Jeffry Weitz tries out his new limo
MHSP May 2009 SnoJob

photo by Toby Willey
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Help get MHSP Members
the Recognition They Deserve
MHSP made a commitment to apply for
more of the National awards our patrollers
deserve. Part of that process is to get our personnel records in shape and aligned with National Ski Patrol.
The first step is the email you should have received in
April. If you have not responded please email your
answers to the following questions
to tailwaggin1@me.com by 5/7/2009.
• Do you have a National Appointment? What year
was it awarded? What is your Appointment number?
• Are you a credentialed NSP Instructor (OEC, Avalanche, Ski & Toboggan, Mountain Travel, etc.)?
What year did you start instructing? If you have not
taught every year, which years did you teach?
• Have you belonged to other ski patrols before MHSP?
Name of patrol? Years with that patrol? Year you
transferred to MHSP? Were you an instructor with one
of your prior patrol(s)?
"Why don't we just get a list from National?", you ask. We
have done that and have found some inconsistencies.
Some data is not listed. Hence, we are asking for your
help in this first step.
This summer we will begin the next step by sending out
a template to help all patrollers keep their records
current with information regarding their involvement
within the patrol. This is a very important step to have
accurate records when submitting a patroller/patrol
down the road for a division or national award. For
anyone who has been a member for more than a few
years, just try to go back in your mind to recall this and it
is not easy as you first thought. You may be off a few
years on when you did or received something, no big
deal you think? However, it is imperative to have accurate data when submitting to the Pacific Northwest
Division and National Ski Patrol for an award. This alone
can stop an award from going through and this we do
not want to have happen.
Want to know more about the types of awards
available? Please contact any of us. You may also find
this information in chapter 10 in the NSP's Bylaws &
Procedures. Go to nsp.org, member services log in, then
My Bookshelf to view. This is also a good time to ensure
NSP has your correct address in order to receive your NSP
ID Card, OEC Refresher Guide and Ski Patrol Magazine to
name a few. Instructors are encouraged to keep their
teaching history recorded here as well.
So please help us maintain and upgrade our records
and return the requested information by 5/7/2009 to the
following email: tailwaggin1@me.com
Jodie Jeffers,
Mt Hood Region Awards Advisor
Terry Neidermeyer
Kathy Lee
MHSP May 2009 SnoJob

Elections

General Meeting Election Results &
2009-2010 Executive Council
President: John Gastineau
Vice President: Steve Eversmeyer
Patrol Chief: Jeffery Weitz
Associate Director: James Schuler
First Aid Chief: Jodie Jeffers
Nordic Director: Michael Curtis
Secretary: Pamela Louie
Treasurer: Jaye Miller
Junior Trustee: Mark Diamond
Middle Trustee: Lisa Hargrave
Senior Trustee: Carol Gleason

The bylaws revision also passed. The Mountain Hosts
will be voting for the new Mountain Host Director
sometime this summer or fall. Watch the SnoJob for
more information.

Pacific Northwest Division Convention
"I-5 Summit: Elevation No Limits"
August 7-9th, 2009
Wilsonville, Oregon

What patrols comprise the PNWD? Five geographic
regions in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho comprise the
Pacific Northwest Division of NSP: Inland Empire (10 patrols), Mt Hood (7 patrols), Northwest (9 patrols), Oregon
(6 patrols), and Southern Idaho (7 patrols). There are just
over 2000 registered patrollers in the PNWD.
What is the PNWD Convention? The PNWD Convention
rotates among the five geographic regions. Saturday is
dedicated to an educational program and breakout
sessions on all disciplines with an awards dinner that
night. Sunday is primarily the business meeting for the
Division with all the Patrol Directors, the Region Directors,
and the executive board.
This is a great networking opportunity for all patrollers!
Fun activities for Friday are scheduled with a great
Saturday Educational lineup. Hope to see you there!!
The Mt Hood Region Director- Rod Legg advised he is
looking into helping a limited number of MHSP patrollers
by partial registration reimbursements. More specifics
including exact numbers and financial amount are yet to
be determined.
Please go to the website for further including the
registration form http://www.nsp-pnwd.org/
events/2009_I-5_Summit-Reg.pdf
Page 8
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Important Dates
•

May 5, 12, 19, 26 —OEC Class 6:30
pm, St. Vincent Hospital

•

May 2009
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

May 6—Mount Hood Ski Patrol
Executive Council , 6:45 pm

•
•
•

May 16—OEC On the Hill Day—
May 19 —SnoJob Deadline
May 30 — MHSP Banquet,
Timberline, 6:30—9:30

3

4

5 6:30 pm

6 MHSP

OEC class

Council Mtg

10

11

12 6:30 pm 13

14

15

16

17

18

19 SnoJob 20

21

22

23

24

25

26 6:30 pm 27

28

29

30 MHSP

OEC class

Deadline
/6:30 pm OEC

OEC class

OEC On
the Hill Day

Banquet

31
http://www.mthoodskipatrol.org/members/snojobs.cfm
The MHSP SnoJob email address:
SnoJobEditor@gmail.com.
Now that you can hardly wait to be a contributing writer,
remember:

•

Send copy as simple text in emails,

•

Send pictures, graphics as jpg files,

•

Send copy and all graphics separately;

•

Make sure to identify who is in your contributing photo,

•

Editors DO get editorial privileges to help formatting and standards of
the publication.
Donna Disch & Lisa Hargrave

SEND! Stories, pictures & those

wonderful words-of-wisdom

for
the SnoJob to SnoJobEditor@gmail.com

Avalanche probe line photo by Jodie Jeffers
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Important Dates
•

June 2, 9, 16, 23 —OEC Class 6:30
pm, St. Vincent Hospital

•

June 2009
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 6:30 pm

3

4

5 Nuts &

6 Nuts &

Bolts

Bolts

8

9 6:30 pm

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 6:30 pm 17

18

19

20

21

22

23 6:30 pm 24

25

26

27

28

29

30

June 5, 6, 7—Nuts & Bolts Ski/
Toboggan Workshop, Timberline

7 Nuts &
Bolts

OEC class

OEC class

OEC class

OEC Final
Exam

http://www.mthoodskipatrol.org/members/snojobs.cfm

T

he official MHSP event
calendar is available on-line
through Google. Links are
available from the MHSP
Dispatch website through
www.mthoodskipatrol.org
—OR— if you have your own
Google account access the
calendar directly from your
web browser by typing
calendar.google.com. The
name of the calendar is “Mt
Hood Ski Patrol – Oregon”. It is
a public calendar so anyone
may view it.

Mountain mists - Sandy River Valley
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Mailing Address Line 5
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 1
Mount Hood Ski Patrol

P.O. Box 4384
Portland, OR 97208
Mount Hood Ski Patrol
MHSP
Executive Council
President – Joel Stevens
Vice President – John Gastineau
Secretary – Mark Diamond
Treasurer – Kathy Lee
Patrol Chief – Paul Podett
First Aid Chief – Cleo Howell
Associate Director – Dave McKay
Nordic Director – Michael Curtis
Senior Trustee – Matt Hickok
Middle Trustee – Steve Eversmeyer
Junior Trustee – Lisa Hargrave

READ THIS NEWSLETTER ONLINE!
Make sure to visit Mount Hood Ski Patrol Website
www.mthoodskipatrol.org

