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Meessage From the President 
As I mentioned in the June Newsletter, the new MHSP Executive Council is in place and beginning to work on 
planning for the 2018/2019 Ski Season.  We are considering our goals for the upcoming season and beyond.  
Listed below are some of my preliminary goals, which we are still in the process of refining, including 
identification of specific objectives for achieving them. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

I welcome your feedback on these goals or on other things that you think need to be included.   Please feel free 
to call or email me or any other member of the MHSP Executive Council with your thoughts and ideas 
regarding the future of MHSP. 

It is summer time and the living is easy.  But please do not forget about summer dispatch!   Refer to the article 
on page 2 for more details about summer patrolling requirements.  Dispatch is now open for summer ski 
patrolling at Timberline and Mt. Hood Skibowl.  There are also multiple opportunities for bike and running race 
support on the dispatch.  Please see the Summer Race Support article for details on summer operations for each 
of those opportunities.  If you have questions about summer patrolling at Timberline, please contact APCs John 
Howard or Scott Collier.  If you have questions about Summer Bike patrolling at Skibowl, please contact Patrol 
Chief Dr. Paul Podett.  If you have questions about Race Support activities, please contact Mike Anderson. 

One of the things that I continually worry about as MHSP President is risk and liability that our members incur 
by being volunteer ski patrollers.  One of the really critical tools that we use to manage risk is insurance.  Please 
read the article below on the importance of MHSP members having adequate insurance coverage.  This is a 
repeat of an article that I posted in the July 2017 Newsletter.  However, I think that it is such important 
information for our members to hear that I am repeating it. 

Thanks for all that you do in support of our mission. 

Matt Rea, MHSP Council President 
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Do You Need to Dispatch  This Summer??  MAYBE!!!  
 
SUMMER DISPATCH REQUIREMENT (CLARIFICATIONS) 
 
As you all should know, the dispatch is open now for summer ski patrolling at Timberline and bicycle patrolling 
at Mt. Hood Skibowl.  There are also multiple opportunities for bike and running race support on the dispatch.  
Please see the June Newsletter for details on summer operations for each of those.  If you have questions about 
summer patrolling at Timberline, please contact APCs John Howard or Scott Collier.  If you have questions 
about Summer bike patrolling at Skibowl, please contact Patrol Chief Dr. Paul Podett.  If you have questions 
about Race Support activities, contact Mike Anderson. 
 
Before you read this section, please go into your records and check your patrol history to date for the 
2017/2018 season.  Depending on your ski history and your level of commitment, you have through September 
to fulfill your commitments.  Here are summer dispatch expectations: 
 
• 

• 

Do You Need to DispatcDD YY NN dd tt DDi t

 Topic Pg. 
 

Summer Dispatch. .................. 2-3 
Insurance Requirements. ........ 3-4 
Patrol Operations.........................5 
Nordic Operations .......................6 
Host Operations....................... 6-7 
Senior OEC Program...................8 
Summer Race Support........... 9-10 
Annual Fall Fundraisers ............10 
Help Increase Donations ...........11 
Regional Operations ..................12 
CPR Classes ..............................13 
Events Calendar.........................15 
Fun Stuff....................................16 

Editor:  John Mark Ripkey, AS 1658 
Asst Editor:  Courtney Walsh, HP 1833 

Affiliated with the 
National Ski Patrol 

The MHSP Newsletter is published monthly 
 by the Mt Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit. 
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• 

 
• 

 
• 

 
• 

 
• 

 
Questions? ? ?  Talk to your director (Nordic, Hill, Host, or Associate) or the Patrol Chief. 
  

DDo You Need to Carry Insurance?   YES!!!!! 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF MHSP MEMBERS CARRYING THEIR OWN INSURANCE POLICIES 
 
This is a repeat of an article that was posted in the July 2017 Newsletter.  However, the Council thinks that it is 
such important information for our members that we are repeating it. 
 
MHSP currently carries three insurance policies covering different aspects of our activities:  

(1) We have a “Commercial Property” policy that covers the Government Camp building and its contents from 
loss or damage.  We are required to carry this policy, including some of the replacement value for the building, 
under our Special Use Permit with the U.S. Forest Service;  
 
 (2) We have a “General Commercial Liability” policy for MHSP members.  This policy provides coverage for 
MHSP activities outside of normal ski patrol operations within the resorts. So for example, if something were to 
happen in conjunction with one of our meetings, MHSP has liability coverage.   
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(3) We have a “Claims Made and Reported” policy that provides coverage for “Directors and Officers” against 
claims made against MHSP.  This is for the protection of the Executive Council and other officers of the patrol 
for liability claims that may be made against us.   
 
The total cost for these three policies is a little over $3,000 per year, which is part of our operating expenses 
paid for out of your membership dues. 
 
In addition to the MHSP insurance, National Ski Patrol provides liability policies covering trainers and students 
involved in training activities.  As long as you are participating in class that is sanctioned by NSP, and that 
class, the trainers and the students are all registered with NSP, than you are covered for liability under the NSP 
policy. 
 
You should note that none of NSP or MHSP’s insurance policies covers patrollers for injury or liability 
while you are on duty covering area patrol operations. There are three reasons for this.  First, MHSP relies 
heavily on Good Samaritan laws of the State of Oregon to protect us from liability claims.  Second, we assume 
that the areas we serve provide operations insurance coverage.  Third, we assume that MHSP members carry 
their own health insurance, which will provide primary coverage for them in the event of an accident or injury 
while patrolling. 
 
I will tell you that the second assumption has not been put to the test between MHSP and the areas that we serve 
-- it is very unclear that, under our operating agreements with the areas, any insurance policies they maintain 
would extend to MHSP members.  The MHSP Council will attempt to clarify understanding regarding 
insurance coverage with the area when we conduct our annual coordination meetings with the areas this fall.   
 
In the meantime, that third assumption about carrying your own insurance is really critical!  We strongly 
encourage all MHSP members to carry their own health and auto insurance policies.  It would be a good idea 
for you to speak with your insurance agents to ensure that your policies have riders covering your MHSP and 
other volunteer activities.  In addition, we also advise MHSP members to consider adding an umbrella liability 
policy to your coverage.   
 
One area where the expectation for insurance coverage by patrollers is very clear is at Timberline. The Letter 
Agreement between MHSP and RLK Inc. for volunteer activities at Timberline requires that: “Volunteer 
patrollers are required to maintain health insurance and provide proof prior to performing any volunteer 
services.  Volunteers must notify the Patrol of any loss of insurance prior to any volunteer service being 
provided.  The Patrol will prohibit any volunteer from performing volunteer services until proof of current 
health insurance coverage is provided.”  To date, neither MHSP nor Timberline has enforced requirements for 
reporting insurance coverage by our members but it is a question that the Executive Council may need to take 
up along with other issues.  As it currently stands, all MHSP members who volunteer at Timberline must be 
aware of this requirement.  
If you have any questions about insurance coverage related to MHSP activities please do not hesitate to give 
Matt Rea a call. 
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All Patrol Operations 
Paul Podett, Patrol Director, HC 1210 

Hi Kids, 
“Thank you” to all of you who are dispatching and filling in at 
Skibowl and Timberline for the summer months, and to those of you 
who are helping out with city races and events. 

Teams 
“Thank you” to all of you who participated on teams this season. This 
was a new adventure for many of us at Timberline and at Skibowl. We 
had many pre-season challenges and frustrations with team set-up and 
deployment. In order to streamline the team process we are starting to 
organize for next ski season now. 
There will be a bit of a shuffle in staffing, and next year’s team leads 
will start to contact last year’s team participants as well as seeking 
new team members. 

Team requirements: 
• Patroller must be in good standing with MHSP and have had completed all dispatched requirements by 

September 31st. 
• All returning team members/applicants must have completed their team commitment in 2017-18 in order 

to be considered as a returning team member. 
• Once chosen for a team, that member must dispatch for their team days by the first module’s dispatch 

deadline. 
• We will have team sign-ups available at the OEC Refreshers and hope to have final team members 

named by October so that you may dispatch and plan your life. 

Summer Operations: Updates 
Skibowl  
July 4th weekend and July 15th, 21st, and 28th are large event days and we have up to 8 patrol slots.  
Hosts are welcome to participate.  

Timberline  
Patrolling at Timberline in the summer is a great time to gain experience. All MHSP patrollers are welcome on 
weekends and weekdays. Come on up and enjoy the summer experience.  
Pre-season training 
We are coordinating pre-season on-hill training days with the areas and will advise you soon of those dates.  
See you soon! 
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NORDIC Operations 
Steve Potter, Nordic Director, NP 1630 

Mt. Hood Ski Patrol’s Nordic patrol has wrapped up a great 2017-2018 season at 
Tea Cup Lake. We have added six new patrollers who have all completed their 
joining requirements. 
At the MHSP annual awards banquet we honored Mark Merkens with the Nordic 
Patroller of The Year award.   
Great job Mark. 

Our goal for the summer is to plan and organize for the coming season. 
The Nordic primary goal for the near future is to have all Nordic patrol members 
trained for Oregon State Search and Rescue certification.  Jeff Hepler and Steve 
Potter have been approved as instructors for this training and testing. 

The Nordic advisory team is also meeting in July to further evaluate our last 
season and to discus suggestions for 2018-2019. 

 

 
Mountain Host Operations 
Sam Smith, Mountain Host Director, HS 530 

CPR 
As we move toward the next season, we will need to become 
CPR certified.  Both the Council and the resort leadership believe 
that it is an important, critical, and life-saving skill that all MHSP 
members, including Mountain Hosts, are trained to perform.  We 
have 5 months before we start membership renewal for the next 
season.  During this period, MHSP conducts CPR training for 
members.  Dispatch is currently open for sign up for CPR 
classes. 

HOSTS SUMMER SEASON 
The Skibowl summer season has started.  Shifts worked during 
the summer count toward your commitment for the 2017-18 
season.  Pat Adamosky has accepted the position of Host 
Director Assistant for Skibowl operations.   
See Pat’s message below. 

NEW RECRUITS   
If you know someone who is interested in joining next season, 
please let me know and I’ll assist Mike Cullen in tracking interested folks.  The interview/tryout period is 
usually in September & October.  Training begins in October & November. 
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RACE SUPPORT   
There are a number of race support events during the months ahead.  Your participation in these events earns 
shift credit.  Watch for emails requesting help and see dispatch to sign up. 
HOST UNIFORM ORDERING   

There will be an opportunity to order uniform items prior to next season.  Jan Silagi will be working with the 
uniform vendor and sending out all the information you will need. 

Skibowl Summer Operations for Mountain Hosts 
Pat Adamosky, MH 60214 

Hooray!  Skibowl’s Adventure Park is up and running.  Host dispatch is also ready to go so come on up and 
enjoy the fun!  Skibowl is really supportive of hosts in the summer and they love having us around. There are 
two important changes that you need to know about: 

1.      Skibowl has decided not to use ½ vouchers as they turn out to be a little complicated for 
their computer system.  Instead, Skibowl has graciously agreed to issue hosts a full voucher in 
turn for a 6-hour shift.  No need to work two days for a full pass anymore! 

2.       Skibowl would also like for us to work more closely with patrol.  As it’s been difficult for 
hosts to pick their vouchers up directly from Guest Services (it’s normally a zoo with arriving 
guests), from now on Doug Reynolds (Assistant Patrol Director) will coordinate host activities 
and provide our vouchers as well as hill information during a morning meeting.  All you have to 
do is go to the Castle, fill out the daily log sheet, and pick up a radio.  Then go to the front steps 
and give Doug a call (on Skibowl Patrol Channel 2).  He’ll drop by with the vouchers and all of 
the information you’ll need for the day.  Doug is a really nice guy as well as being super great to 
work with. 

If you were an apprentice or haven’t worked a summer shift at the Bowl, just give me a call and I’ll set you 
up. It’s really easy and truly a blast!  If I’m not available for some reason, you can also call Steve Barnett for 
assistance.  Although Steve has left our ranks to be a “red jacket” (Patroller), he will be working at Skibowl a 
fair amount this summer and will be more than glad to help. 

In a day or two I’ll be sending out more information as well as detailed instructions. 
Meanwhile, see you at the Bowl! 
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SSenior OEC Program 
Cleo Howell, Senior OEC Coordinator, AS 1444 
Senior OEC starts in December 
Do you want to improve your OEC skills along with your leadership, problem 
solving, and decision-making skills?  Then the Senior OEC program may be for you.  
Just FYI, the Senior OEC program is now known as the OEC Module of the Senior 
Program (OEC-MSP). 
 
In the OEC-MSP, you will use and refine all of your OEC skills and also learn how 
to use some different equipment.  You will learn how to take charge of a scene with 
one or more injured patients and then direct others to assist you.  You will work with 
patrollers from other ski areas in Oregon. 
 
The minimum requirements to participate in the OEC-MSP are that you have completed your rookie year and 
that you have a moderate level of experience with treating actual patients.  The more hands-on experience you 
have, the better you will do in the program.  The OEC-MSP is mentally and physically demanding.   
 
The proposed training dates are as follows: 
 Two or three evening sessions in town in December 2018; 

  probably at St. Vincent Hospital 
 4-6 training days on the mountain; January-April 2019 
 Final exam in April 2019 

 
If you are interested in participating in the OEC-MSP, please contact me directly at howell.cleo@gmail.com, 
503-680-2472. 
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Summer Race Support 
22018 Race Support  
Mike Anderson, AS 1510 
 
We have three more runs to support for the season and we are working on one more 
to add to the list. If we have the interest and support, a very good opportunity has 
come up.  Keep you eyes on your email for more news about this opportunity 
within the next couple of weeks. 
 
It’s important to remember that if you are a member of a team at Timberline, 
Meadows, or Skibowl you must complete your team obligations and also provide 1-
2 days during the summer at Timberline or Skibowl. All patrollers are expected to 
get a minimum of 8 days active duty (see “Summer Dispatch” on page 2) on Mt. 
Hood in addition to all of the required training.  
 
That said, supporting the summer race schedule brings in much needed funding for MHSP.  Here is the schedule 
for the remaining Terrapin events in 2018. 
 

• Sunset on the Springwater: Saturday August 4, Portland, Oregon. 
The evening race starts at Sellwood River Park. It is a 1⁄2 Marathon plus 10k and 5k. We will meet at 
4pm at Sellwood Riverfront Park. 

• Country Girl Half Marathon: Saturday September 22, Portland, Oregon. 
Exactly like the Grateful Dad Run. Meet at 7:30am at Kliever Armory on NE 33rd just south of 
Marine Drive. 

• Run Like Hell Half Marathon: Sunday October 21, Portland, Oregon. 
Downtown Portland is filled with costumed runners; this is the best race of the year. This is a very fun 
event. We meet at 7am in Waterfront Park near Oak Street. 

WHAT DOES RACE SUPPORT LOOK LIKE? WHAT SHOULD PEOPLE WEAR OR BRING? 
           PLEASE REFER TO THE JUNE 2018 NEWSLETTER 
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Pacific Crest Trail Days 
Cleo Howell, Middle Trustee, AS 1444 
Enjoy a Summer day in the Columbia River Gorge 

Pacific Crest Trail Days is an annual 3-day festival that promotes outdoor recreation with a focus on hiking, 
camping, and backpacking.  The Mt. Hood Ski Patrol has been invited again this year to provide some first aid 
support for the event on August 17 and 18 in exchange for a donation to the patrol.  The patrol volunteers will 
have a designated first-aid area and also will be able to visit the vendors and enjoy the festival.  In the previous 
11 years of operation there have been no major medical problems at the event. 

Number of staff need on each day: 2 
Dates and times: August 17 - 9am - 8pm 
 August 18 - 9am - 8pm  
Location: Marine Park, Cascade Locks 

Dispatch is open for this event under Race Support. 
If you are interested in helping at this event please contact Cleo Howell at 503-680-2472.  I am looking for 
someone to do some organization for this event. 

Annual Fundraisers on the Fall Schedule 
Jan Silagi, HS 60054 
It’s not too soon to do some fall schedule planning.  Fall is time for refresher courses 
and recertifications to launch the coming on-hill season, and it is also annual 
fundraiser time for Mt. Hood Ski Patrol.  This makes for a busy couple of months, so 
get your calendar out now and pencil in the dates of our two fundraisers before your 
schedule gets too full!   

Our main fundraisers of the year take place at the two largest winter snow sport 
tradeshows in the Portland area, Snowvana, and the SkiFever and Snowboard Show.  
We have three areas of focus at these events, fundraising through the sale of the 
annual Oregon SnoPark Permits, goodwill/education with the public, and recruiting of 
potential new members. 

Snowvana will take place at the Veterans Memorial Coliseum on Friday 
October 19th and Saturday October 20th.  Shifts will be available during the 
show hours.   

SkiFever will take place at the Portland Expo Center Friday November 2nd, 
Saturday November 3rd and Sunday, November 4th.  Shifts will be available 
during the show hours.  In addition to show hours at SkiFever, we will have 
shifts available to help set up the event on Wednesday, October 30th and 
Thursday, October 31st, and a shift to help tear down on Sunday evening, 
November 4th after the show is closed to the public.   

Keep your eyes open in the coming weeks for more information about how to 
dispatch. 
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Two Programs to increase Donations to MHSP 
Allen Hansen, Treasurer, AS 1656 

 
 

 
 
   

       

Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
It is the latest addition to the Fred Meyer Rewards 
Program where you can earn donations for your favorite 
nonprofit just by shopping with your Rewards Card. Fred 
Meyer will donate $2.6 million to nonprofits in Alaska, 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington every year through this 
new program. Here's how it works: 
• Link your Rewards Card to your favorite nonprofit, just 

log in to your online account. 
• Whenever you use your Rewards Card when shopping at 

Freddy's, you’ll be helping the nonprofit linked to your 
Rewards Card earn a donation from Fred Meyer. 

• At the end of each quarter, Fred Meyer will make a 
donation to participating nonprofits based on the 
accumulated spending of the Rewards Customers linked 
to each nonprofit. 

• Fred Meyer will donate $650,000 each quarter via 
Community Rewards!  

Please Designate MHSP with your Fred Meyers Rewards 
Program.  

 
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4 

Amazon Smile / Amazon 
Amazon makes a donation based on how much 
you spend while shopping. Through Amazon 
Smile, 0.5% of your total purchase is donated 
to MHSP if you’ve designated us as your 
charity.  

So if you shop on Amazon this is an easy way 
to passively support the MHSP mission and 
increase the monies we have available for all of 
our programs. 

Please designate MHSP at Amazon Smile 
https://smile.amazon.com 

Support MHSP:  If you shop through Amazon or shop at Fred Meyer, their 
rewards programs are easy ways to support the patrol. Here are some details 
and links. 
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Regional Operations 
Joel Stevens, Wy’East Regional Director, NSP #147654 

First, I want to thank Doug Stanton for doing a great job helping me get up to speed as the new Regional 
Director (RD).   He has done a great job as the Region Director for the past two years.   

Second, a huge hand to Jeffery Weitz, David Atkinson, and Doug Stanton for putting on the biggest and best 
Nuts and Bolts event yet.  Sometimes we wonder why we are members of NSP.  Events like Nuts and Bolts 
make it worthwhile.  Meeting and working with patrollers from all over the country can give you a new 
perspective on things.  We had a great group of instructors for both the skiing and transportation training 
sessions.  Put it in your plans for next year.  You will have a good time and learn some new skills. 
The Pacific Northwest Division Convention is August 10th, 11th and 12th in Spokane WA.  Whether you are a 
member, an instructor, a future leader, or a current officer, this is an event than can benefit you and our patrol.  
This is a great place to meet other patrollers and learn about patrolling in other ski areas.  There will be break-
out sessions of general interest as well as break-outs for all disciplines where you can meet the division advisors 
and get the latest information about your specialty.  These are open to all patrollers.  MHSP Directors and 
Advisors should attend.  Instructors, students, and patrollers who want to be involved in patrol leadership would 
benefit and are welcome.   

There is an OEC Refresher for Instructors planned for Friday, August 10th.   This is a chance for OEC 
Instructors to get their OEC Refresher out of the way, and also see how other patrols do OEC Refreshers.     

In addition, on that same Friday morning there is a Patrol Directors 101 Class that covers NSP procedures as 
well as information about dealing with local ski areas.   If you are a Patrol Director (PD)  (PC, APC, or MHSP 
Officer), and haven’t been to PD 101 in a few years you should plan to attend.  
Below is a link to the Norwester, which has an article about the Convention as well as the registration form. 
Some financial assistance may be available for patrollers who want to attend the convention.   Early registration 
ends July 10th; you can save $20 by registering early.    

http://www.nsp-pnwd.org/Portals/0/Documents/Newsletters/Norwester_2018-
05a.pdf?timestamp=1529963110640 
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CPR Classes for Ski Patrollers 2018 - RESET 
James Schuler, CPR Coordinator, AS 90481 

As patrollers we always plan for smooth operations but must always be prepared and flexible for what 
opportunities come our way. After months of planning and preparations for a new CPR training season, we 
learned during our first week of classes that we no longer had a meeting room for our use. In a scramble to 
secure a new venue and not change our schedule of training, Ed Taylor secured training rooms for us with the 
Clackamas Fire District at two Stations close to Kaiser Sunnyside. The rooms are larger than the one that we 
had with Kaiser, more user friendly, and we were able to keep our same schedule. 

With that crisis under control American Heart Association introduced their BLS "Refresher" Course in mid 
June. It presented an opportunity to shorten the normal 4-hour BLS course down to 2 1/2 hours. Patrollers need 
to have a current BLS card to participate in the new course. All of our patrollers are eligible for the "Refresher" 
BLS class. 

After each of the BLS recertification classes we'll now offer the annual "BLS Skills Review". That's the 15-
minute skills review that you used to take at Chair Evac. Simply put, if you are not taking a BLS Class this year, 
you need to go through the skills review.  
Recertification classes 
All of our classes will start at 9:00 and finish at 11:30 am. You must Dispatch for class. 
Sign in starts at 8:30. 

We have seven scheduled classes remaining this summer. 
Cost:  $25, Cash or Check made out to MHEST (not Mt Hood Ski Patrol). 

Each class with 18 slots is already on the Dispatch and you must Dispatch for the class. No walk-ons will be 
accepted without prior approval of the Lead Instructor of that class. 

Skills Reviews  
All skills reviews start at 12:00 and finish at 1:30 pm. Drop in at 12:00.  
Cost:  There is no charge for Reviews. 
**Do not Dispatch for the skills review.** Just show up on time. 
Taking the class somewhere else. 
Many of you have taken the BLS class with your work already. If you've done that, please text or email a photo 
of your card to me so that I can check you off as having taken the class this year. Remember that your card must 
be approved by NSP as BLS, Healthcare Provider, Professional Rescue or Provider. from one of the 
following associations: 
AHA - American Heart Association 
ARC - American Red Cross 
NSC - National Safety Council 
ASHI - American Safety and Health Institute 
ECSI - Emergency Care and Safety Institute 
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Class Dates: Location: 
July 14   Clackamas County Fire Station # 5 
July 15   Clackamas County Fire Station # 5 
July 28   Clackamas County Fire Station # 5 
August 11  Clackamas County Fire Station # Four 
August 19  Clackamas County Fire Station # 5 
August 25  Clackamas County Fire Station # 5 
Sept 8    Clackamas County Fire Station # Four 
 
Locations and map links: 
Clackamas County Fire Station FIVE 
 9339 SE Causey Ave, Happy Valley, OR 97086 
 http://www.clackamasfire.com/fire-stations/station-5-mt-scott 
 
Clackamas County Fire Station FOUR 
 6600 SE Lake Rd, Milwaukie, OR 97222 
 http://www.clackamasfire.com/fire-stations/station-4-lake-road 
 



 
July 2018 MHSP Newsletter Pg 15 of 16 
 www.mthoodskipatrol.org 

 
 

2 
14  

14 
15  

15  

21 MMHSP Newsletter
21  

28  

28  

31  

 
 

 
4 
4  

6 
10-12  

11  

11 
17-19  

18 
19  

19  

20 
25  

25  
 
 

 

8  

8 
9 

10 
11  

15 
15 MHSP  

18 
23 

25 

Calendar 



 
July 2018 MHSP Newsletter Pg 16 of 16 
 www.mthoodskipatrol.org 

What Have You Been Up To? 
 

 
 

          
 

 
 


