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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
The hot days of summer are upon us again and the COVID-19 restrictions have not
left us yet. The MHSP Council and our Advisors have been working overtime with
Timberline and Skibowl to define and put into place safe protocols for patrolling
this summer. We are now patrolling at those areas on a very limited basis with
substantial training requirements completed for those who have stepped into those
slots. The demand for new policy and training protocols required many extra hours
and the administrative requirements have evolved daily for us. That is primarily
why this edition of The Sweep is a combination of July and August articles.
As this article is going to the editor of The Sweep, we are preparing a "Town Hall" online event to answer
the many questions Patrollers and Hosts have about what is happening. We will probably continue with
that format as the summer progresses.
Normally at this time of summer, we turn our attention to the upcoming OEC Refreshers. This requirement
has not changed. The manner in which it happens this year will be online since we cannot meet face-to-face.
For patrollers, the OEC Cycle A Refresher Work Book should have arrived in your snail mailbox. That will
have to be completed and checked off (online).
Patrollers will have to register for the Cycle A Refresher through NSP. The skills portion of the Refresher
will be postponed until next year and combined with the Cycle B Refresher. To accomplish all of that, you'll
need to acquire (purchase) the new OEC 6th Edition Book. More information on that coming soon.
CPR training this year will be very similar to OEC. There can be no face-to-face or hands-on practice at this
time. American Heart Association guidelines have given us some leeway regarding new classes for expiring
cards. We have a record of every patroller and most hosts’ BLS card expirations and will be reaching out to
those folks with information about renewal classes. When the time comes that we are able to meet face-toface and secure a venue, we'll schedule renewal classes and skills demos as usual.
The Pacific Northwest Division 2020 Annual Convention will be held online during the month of August.
The workshops, August 8th, are open to all patrollers and you are encouraged to attend any of them. MHSP
will be hosting a workshop ("COVID-19 On the Hill Experience") presented by Matt Wood and David
Winterling. Kathy Lee and Janie San Romani will also be presenting a workshop on the new OEC 6th Edition
("OEC – Update on all that is OEC"). Everyone is encouraged to attend both of these workshops. For more
information and a schedule, go to www.pnwdcon.org. There will also be a virtual Awards Ceremony that
evening where you can sit back and relax with a beer, wine, or favorite beverage of choice, and see
acknowledged the hard work of exceptional patrollers throughout the Northwest.
Finally, I hope you and your loved ones are all safe and healthy. Please have patience and know we are
working hard to bring our patrol back to safe on-hill operations. Until then, we will put out information as
we have it. I hope to see you all at the Town Hall meeting.

James Schuler

, MHSP Council President
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Affiliated with the National Ski Patrol

The Sweep is a MHSP Newsletter published monthly
by Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit.

Patrolling Area Operations/Showtimes:

Skibowl: Open
Sun-Fri 1100-1800
Sat: 1000-1800
Open times are
showtimes outside
Westside FAR

Timberline: Open

Meadows: Closed

Summit: Closed

Teacup: Closed

Bike: 0745-1645
Show at FAR 0745
Ski: Contact APC

NEXT GENERAL MEETING IN OCTOBER
Matt Rea, MHSP Council Junior Trustee, HC/NP 1138

The General Membership Meeting is normally only held from October to April every year.
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UPDATING MHSP POLICIES & PROCEDURES AND BYLAWS
Matt Wood, MHSP Vice President, HC/AP 1768

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Kathy Lee and Lisa Hargrave, we now have
completed Chapters 4 and 5 and the Annual Addendum for the Policies and
Procedures manual.
We have launched on Chapter 3 (“Administration”) and it’s going to be a doozy.
We’ve created a skeleton to fit our P&P in the same framework as National (check it
out on the NSP site if you’re sleepy and need to conk out); we’ll keep grinding away
on this for some time.
Stay tuned for a proposed vote on amending our Bylaws and our Articles of
Incorporation this Fall!

COMMITTEES
Matt Wood, MHSP Vice President, HC/AP 1768

Our work as a Council and for committees right now is to finish off the 2020-21 budget. While no
significant budget changes are likely, our Committees need help, as always.
If you are a longtime patroller and have been interested in committee work but not been able to assist, we’d
love to have you involved and to get your input.
For our newer patrollers, I can tell you that assisting with a committee is a great way to learn what makes
our patrol tick.
New or, um, “experienced,” please consider providing your passion and expertise on a committee to help
YOUR Patrol!
Here’s an overview of committees, starting with those for which we need the most help:
Investments – Needs Help!
We offer our thanks to Brad Stevens, who ably led our Investment Committee for several years. Brad has
had to resign his chair, and our Investment Committee is looking for a financially astute member of patrol
who would be willing to shepherd and oversee our several diverse investments. MHSP is fortunate to have
a number of endowments and funds and we need someone to provide recommendations and oversight!
Clothing – Needs Help!
While our time away from the hill means less wear and tear on our uniforms, we all need swag and t-shirts
and stickers and patches. The Clothing Committee needs a chairperson along with a person or two who can
help organize and store our goods, attend monthly meetings (when they resume), and sell the goods.
“Many hands make light work” – we’d love to get folks interested who might be able to share in storage of a
large Tupperware tub or two. Bonus if you have a truck! Bruce Harris wrangles our North Face coats stock
(see separate article) and Karen Larsen has done miracles helping with inventory and deliveries!
NEW – Systems Committee
Dropbox, OneBox, Govy phone and internet, G Suite, Simple Lists, Square, Qwest, QuickBooks, BCA, InFocus
– what do these all have in common? These are all systems or hardware and software that MHSP uses for
fielding the best patrol in the land. PC Dave Winterling and VP Matt Wood are setting up a Systems
Committee that will address our use of systems and technology with the goal of paring down redundancies
to a really lean, repeatable, and easy-to-administer set of system tools. If you’re strong in IT and project or
program management, this would be a great way to make a contribution to MHSP.
(continued next page)
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Safety – Needs Help!
Mike Walsh chairs our Safety Committee, which is responsible for safety education for the public on the hill
and fostering a culture of safety on our patrol as well! There are many moving parts in the midst of the
pandemic, so Mike will be a busy man in the coming weeks and months. Mike has expressed a wish to have
a safety representative on each of our teams - this would be a great “(ski) boots on the ground” way to
deepen MHSP’s safety awareness and contribute to your team and MHSP.
Finance
Separate from but related to Investments, the Finance Committee reviews our financial health and provides
support to our Treasurer.
Fundraising
More money! We are a very successful patrol and fundraising efforts continue at all times, whether through
community involvement such as road and bikes races or selling Sno-Park Permits. Fundraising is currently
on the plate of the VP – we need some folks who would like to increase their involvement in the community
and with MHSP to continue finding sources of funding.
Communications (“ComCom”)
Patrick Cummings chairs this committee, which is responsible for reviewing the majority of
communications from our members to our members, as well as for reviewing critical information pieces
from MHSP to our community partners. If you’re a natural-born communicator, like to work occasionally
on short-notice and time-sensitive deadlines, and like accurate details in communications, we have
openings on the ComCom now!
Social Media
Glen Anderson and Alaina Waller have started hitting things out of the park on our FB Page and in our FB
Group, and our Instagram and Twitter handles are back to life! If you have photos, content, shares, and the
like, please send them to Alaina! Social-media savvy? Please contact Alaina (social@mthoodskipatrol.org)
and let’s get you involved!
Events
Kelly Ambrose (your 2020 Associate Supervisor of the Year!) chairs this committee, which is responsible
for our presence at Snowvana and other events around town. Host Director Jan Silagi has for years taken
on the significant role of wrangling our activity at the SkiFever and Snowboard show. If you have
experience in event planning and management, and/or are interested in getting the word out about MHSP
at events in town, let’s talk!
Recruiting
Glen Anderson (2020 First-Aid Excellence awardee) handles our outreach to patroller prospects and also
fields all inquiries to our main website and the “Join the Patrol” link there. Ski tests were recently
rescheduled for July 26th and interview panels are being formed for the formal interviews. If you have a
year or two of experience and would be interested in interviewing candidates and/or helping Glen recruit,
contact Glen directly (glen-anderson@comcast.net).
Banquet
Our 2020 Patroller of the Year, Courtney Walsh, is the chair of the Banquet Committee, ably assisted by
Mike Walsh and Zoee Lynn Powers. COVID might have taken away our 2020 party, but it hasn’t dampened
our enthusiasm for 2021! If you have strong organizational abilities and don’t have any plans for April-May
2021, there’s a LOT that goes into our awards and graduation banquet planning! Courtney will be relieved
to hear from you (veganvittles@gmail.com).
Information Technology
Ably chaired by Junior Trustee/Wy’east Region Director Joel Stevens for years (decades?), the IT
Committee has some crossover with Systems for administration of our dispatch site and list serve email
server, as well as responsibility for maintenance of PC and projectors owned by the patrol. If you’re an IT
guru, reach out to Joel or “Dispatch Wizard” Dave Miller to inquire.
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MOUNTAIN OPERATIONS UPDATE
Dave Winterling, Patrol Chief, HP 1806

Fellow members,
I hope you’re having a great summer, and finding an opportunity to enjoy some
time on the mountain - either patrolling, or with family and friends.
Since mid-June we’ve sent several weekly updates on restarting MHSP on the hill
for summer operations, so I’ll try not to repeat too much of that content here.

COVID-19 Task Force.

Other than to say thanks again to Steve Barnett, Dave MacIntyre, John Howard,
Annie Eversmeyer, Steve Eversmeyer, heather Van Houten, Will Pardy, Matt
Wood, Matt Harms, Glen Anderson, Cleo Howell, Kathy Lee, Beth Hicks, Wendy
Stuart, and others who are helping us get back into operation, in alignment with
the new COVID-19 operating guidelines from Dr. Jim Hamilton and the PNWD

Every week we’re having more patrollers finish their guidelines training and N95 mask fit tests, and
starting to dispatch. This is great support for summer operations, plus a nice head-start on prep for winter
operations.
We’ll be doing a re-cap of the restart of summer operations at our “Town Hall” on the evening of Monday
July 20th, with a focus on answering questions from our members.
An important acknowledgement is needed this month for heather Van Houten, our Training Director over
the last two years who has been doing great work for MHSP. heather’s many contributions include
managing the (very large) annual training calendar, implementing instructor calibration sessions for sled
coaches, running a strong annual check-off program for hill patrollers, facilitating the annual Women’s
Clinic, implementing the new empty-sled program for associate patrollers, rejuvenating a larger YAP
program, implementing annual clinics specifically for the 4-handle Cascade 350 sled, providing guidance
and belay instruction for the Chair Evac programs at Timberline and Skibowl, and upgrading our inventory
of training sleds - all while continuing as a strong hands-on OET coach for apprentices and
Seniors. Whew! Thank you heather!
Going forward heather will be focusing on her new role as the OET Wy’East Region Advisor. In this role
heather will continue to manage many of the on-hill clinics for MHSP, but we’re working to consolidate
management for other training programs under the functional training leaders e.g. Dave MacIntyre (OET),
Glen Anderson (Associate Apprentices and Transfers), Nicole Gaines (Avy and Self-Evac), and Paul Van Der
Bosch (YAP).
On a related training topic, Dave MacIntyre is currently working with Libby to finalize plans for annual
chair evac practice at Timberline, which normally happens in September. We might expect to see changes
similar to what’s planned for the 2020 OEC Refreshers ie: more online training vs. on-site group
training. Additional communications soon.
Great news on the hill apprentice sled testing session that was on July 12th - eight apprentices passed the
test and will be eligible to receive their crosses after Council confirmation. Jeffery Weitz, Gordy
Winterrowd, Will Pardy, Dave MacIntyre, and heather Van Houten were the evaluators. Thanks for your
great work
(continued on next page. . . . .)
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Timberline recently agreed to host a new member tryouts session on Sunday July 26th, on Palmer.
Recruiting Director Glen Anderson worked fast to get this set up, communicating with all of the candidates
who had registered for the March tryouts, and working with Wendy Stuart to put the event up on dispatch.
Dave MacIntyre and heather Van Houten put together a team of snow evaluators including both skiers and
boarders.
30 candidates tried out, of which 18 passed the snow-skills evaluation and will go on to interviews. The
processes for interviews and OEC training will certainly be different than those of prior years, but we’re
very excited to now have the opportunity to select and train our next new class.
Looking forward to seeing many of you on the hill, very soon! Stay safe.

ASSOCIATE OPERATIONS
John Howard, Associate Director, AS 90227

I hope everyone is well and safe. It’s been a spring and summer of many changes.
I would like to congratulate and welcome new Associate Patrollers Astrid Zervas,
Heidi Loebach, and Mackenzie Lussier.
I would also like to congratulate the new Hill Patrollers who passed their sled tests
this past weekend.
Thanks to all of you for being patient with us as the Patrol adapted to new health
conditions and tried to get you through your training at the same time.
I would also like to thank Timberline, Meadows, and Skibowl (and their staff) for allowing is to train and get
everyone qualified.
Having spent a day up on the hill this summer it reminded me that SPIF still applies.

Your Photos could be here. . . published and everything.
Send to mhspeditor@mthoodskipatrol.org
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NORDIC OPERATIONS
Steve Potter, Nordic Director, NP/AP 1630

In case you are wondering why there would be a photo of a
Quizee, a snow shelter typically utilized in the Midwest (where
they do not have a great deal of snow accumulation) at the
right of the Nordic contribution to The Sweep, it is because
MHSP is now conducting this season’s Mountain Travel and
Rescue (MTR) class.
We re-started the class on July 8th after postponing it in March
due to the COVID-19 closure. There are four virtual classes
being conducted in July.
There will be a MTR 1 class on the mountain on August 15th, a
MTR 2 class on August 21st, and a MTR 1 class on August 22nd
and 23rd.
I do not believe that we will find snow for Quizees this season;
we are planning a snow cave/shelter construction day next
spring.

This is a Quizee Snow Shelter.
They are typically used in the Midwest and are
designed for areas where snow accumulation
is not as great.

The Teacup Lake Ski Area is free of snow and the happy calving ground for the
local elk herd. All is well and we are working on the location of a sled storage
structure and the acquisition of a sled. The MOA with the Nordic Club is on the
agenda for the near future. I will communicate the details as they are available as
well as operational plans for next season.
The Council is working to restart the postponed tryout and interview process; we
are hoping to have four new Nordic candidates for this coming season.
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MOUNTAIN HOST OPERATIONS
Jan Silagi, Mountain Host Director, HS 60054

Summer Operations
My thanks to all of you for your patience as MHSP has moved through the process of
adapting operations with regard to the COVID-19 virus.
In anticipation for Hosts dispatching this summer and fall, the COVID-19 Guidelines
and Considerations for MHSP Mountain Hosts document was developed and
approved by the council in June. Since then I have been in conversations with both
Skibowl and Timberline to evaluate our contributions to the resorts’ summer
operations, weighed against the risk to our membership. We have agreed that as
courtesy patrollers, MHSP Mountain Hosts are non-essential personnel, thus we believe it is best practice at
this time to continue to suspend summer operations for Mountain Hosts.
I will continue to have conversation with Skibowl as the summer progresses, however, at this time it is
unlikely we will dispatch this summer. Management expressed their sadness at not having our support this
summer and thanked all of you who have been on the hill in summers past. They miss us!
Summer 2020 would have been the inaugural year for Hosts to dispatched to Timberline for summer shifts.
This was meant to be support for the Bike Park and general operations. As you can imagine, it has been
decided that this is not the year to launch summer support to Timberline! Timberline management has
expressed their appreciation for the contributions that Hosts make, and they look forward to the winter
season. “Stay home and stay safe!”
Fall 2020
Our COVID-19 Guidelines and Considerations for MHSP Mountain Hosts document is a ‘fluid’ document,
and will be evaluated and updated as needed in the coming weeks. This document is the template we will
use as we return to the mountain when the snow flies. Revisions to our Host Manual for 2020-2021 will
reflect modifications to duty stations and guest protocols, etc., as well. Area meetings with Timberline and
Skibowl management and MHSP council reps typically take place in September. We will have more
information at that time.
Fall Refreshers
At this time our Fall Refresher requirements are also under review. We will likely have our refreshers via
an electronic meeting platform. More to come on that!
Basic Life Support/Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
For those of you whose BLS/CPR Certification has or will expire in the near future, the Hosts will operate
under the American Heart Association recommendation that we postpone renewal of the certifications for
non-essential personnel at this time. Expiration dates are currently being pushed out six months. As soon
as MHSP can safely offer renewal classes, we will get them on the calendar! See you there!
New Host Member BLS/CPR Requirements
At this time our new members are not required to become BLS/CPR certified. As soon as MHSP can safely
offer certification classes, we will get you in a class!
My thanks again for your patience during this time of ‘radio silence.’ I must tell you that I am deeply proud
to be part of the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 MHSP Councils. They have worked very hard to adapt and
reinvent operations to meet the needs of our partner resorts and safely respond to the recreation public.
MHSP continues to be the predominating ski patrol in the nation, leading the way in their preparedness,
education, and protocols regarding this pandemic. It has been a lot of hard work and weekly meetings.
Bravo to all!
Hoping you and yours continue to be well and safe!
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FIRST AID CHIEF UPDATE
Will Pardy, First Aid Chief, HC 1744

Three important topics from the First Aid Chief !!!
1. 2020 Refresher
2. Completion of our MHSP "Return To Ski/Bike Patrol COVID-19
Requirements."
3. OEC 6 Book
Each of the above topics are covered in detail below:
1. 2020 Refresher
As you may have read in a recent NSP email, the 2020 Refresher will consist of completing the
Online portion only. There will be no hands-on skills training due to the nation’s ongoing COVID-19
crisis. This year's skills will be integrated into next year's refresher (Cycle B 2021).
The Online course also contains Workbook Exercises. You will find it helpful to have the Workbook
and the new OEC 6th Edition available as references while going through the Online course.
Workbooks for the 2020 Refresher were mailed early July. If you did not receive the workbook:
1. Download a version of it from the OEC6 page on the NSP website
2. Check that your mailing address on the NSP website is correct
The Refresher Online course is available now on the NSP website. After logging in, click on:
1. Member Resources
2. Online Learning
3. Online Learning Management System
4. Courses.
After completing the Online course, save a copy of the Certificate of Completion and email it to:
oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org.
Do not send a link to the certificate - email the actual certificate.
As in past years, you will also need to register for the NSP refresher course to receive credit. After
logging in:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Select Course Schedule
Enter course number P054200011 (zeros, not the letter O)
Select OEC Refresher A - lists Kathy Lee as the Instructor.
Select Register Myself
Continue through the screens and Select Submit Order
You will receive an email to confirm your registration

No dispatch is required this year.
October 17th, 2020 is the deadline for completing the refresher.
(continued next page. . . . )
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2. Completion of our MHSP "Return To Ski/Bike Patrol COVID-19 Requirements."
All MHSP patrollers who wish to return to any patrol activities will be required to complete an
educational course on safely patrolling given our ongoing COVID-19 crisis.
Each of you will be notified within the next few weeks with instructions on course completion.
The choice to return to patrol this year is entirely up to each individual patroller. For example: if
you are in a high risk group due to age, medical condition, or simply do not feel comfortable
potentially exposing yourself to COVID-19, you have the absolute right to wait this year out.
Please note, you will still have to complete the OEC refreshers if you are a ski/bike patroller. Do
not let your OEC certification lapse by failing to complete the refresher this year!
To be brief, the "Return to Patrol COVID-19 Requirements" class consists of the following few
steps:
1. Complete a medical questionnaire to determine if it is safe for you to wear a "respirator"
mask.
2. Complete a fit test of any of our multiple models on N95 / KN95 masks.
3. Study our "NSP PNWD COVID-19 Recommendations" document.
4. Complete and submit a quiz on the above "COVID-19 Guidelines" prior to the next step.
5. Attend an online questions and answers meeting. These are being held weekly for the
foreseeable future.
Once you complete the above steps, you will then be allowed to dispatch for patrol activities.
3. OEC 6 Book
The new OEC6 textbook is now available as a hardcopy book and ebook. It is easier to read and in a
format that is easier to follow. It also reflects current medical research and practice standards. Here
are just a few of the differences in OEC6:
• Patient Assessment and "Stop the Bleed"
• Spinal Motion Restriction (SMR) - MOI fall greater than 3 feet for suspicion of spinal injury
• Pelvic Fracture - no log roll
• Administering nitroglycerin
Get the book and read up on these and other changes. There is a 25% discount for both the
hardcopy and ebook, and ground shipping is free through the end of 2020. See the OEC page on the
NSP website for details on ordering OEC6.
Thank you for your patience. We are all trying to get through these difficult times together.

RECRUITING UPDATE
Glen Anderson, Recruiting Coordinator, AP/BP 1773

On Sunday, July 26th, we pulled off an improbable ski test for MHSP tryouts.
Many thanks go out to Timberline, as well as to the evaluators and helpers who enabled this event to
happen on rather short notice.
The Recruitment Committee is happy to report that a total of 29 candidates attended tryouts.
Due to such a unique year, we were required to alter the way we held tryouts. Normally, we interview and
test candidates on the same day. COVID-19 made this impossible.
(continued on next page. . . )
Aug 2020

The Sweep
www.mthoodskipatrol.org

Pg 10 of 20

Due to MHSP needs at this time, we decided to test only candidates who were willing to train as sled
pullers.
Considering the conditions of late summer snow, elapsed time since the candidates had been on snow, and
the short notice, we were able to pass 18 candidates on to the next phase of tryouts.
We will hold online video interviews to complete the tryout process. Our team anticipates having tryouts
completed by mid to late August and will have a class in place for the 2020/2021 season.
The unique circumstances of this year will continue to be a challenge for this class.
At this time, we have a process in place to train and test them on medical and on-hill training, but the
practical, "hands-on," scenario-based learning and testing is still a work in progress. As we learn more, we
will update individuals on a need-to-know basis.
I, for one, am very pleased with our first phase of tryouts and the subsequent results for these highly
motivated individuals.
Remember that our best recruiting tool is all of us, so continue to use your platform to engage potential
candidates.

Collection of bibs from the end of a successful day of tryouts. Timberline July 26th, 2020.
Photo by Glen Anderson.
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RACE SUPPORT
Mike Anderson, Race Support Coordinator, MHSP 1510

As a quick update. All races are postponed or cancelled until after October 1st.
All of our partners including Terrapin Events, are keeping in contact with us and
are looking to get to a normal schedule as soon as possible. However, we will
have to wait on the actions of Federal, State, and local governments.
We will get out a schedule or information as soon as we have something new to
share. Looking forward, it does not seem as anything will change until next
year’s race schedule. Stay tuned.
Stay safe and well.

CLOTHING COMMITTEE
Matt Wood, MHSP Vice President, HC/AP 1768

Coats And Packs
For the last two seasons, Bruce Harris (1814) has negotiated access for us to some really excellent patrol
coats and pants from the North Face “Pro” line of clothing. These coats are not available to the public and
are offered to us at really incredible prices.
The patrol coats are available in men’s and women’s sizes, while pants are unisex and have kneepads sewn
into their linings.
North Face also makes an amazing patrol pack, available in two volumes (28L and 40L). The 40L has two
sizing options, S/M and L/XL. We are currently out of the 40L pack.
Coats: $225
Pants: $160
Packs: $75/28L or $85/40L
How To Buy:
For the duration of COVID-19, we are keeping uniform inventory in the hands of VP Matt Wood. If you wish
to purchase a coat, pants, pack, or any items from the Clothing Committee, contact Matt via email
(vicepresident@mthoodskipatrol.org) to schedule a meeting.
We’ll do our best to make a recommendation on size – please understand we cannot offer unlimited “fitting
room” time, and any articles tried but unpurchased will have to be quarantined and cleaned.
Payment can be made via cash, check, or card (Square).
(continued next page. . . . )

Aug 2020

The Sweep
www.mthoodskipatrol.org

Pg 12 of 20

These are photos of the North Face Patrol jacket for those who are interested in upgrading or
replacing what they have. See purchase and contact information above.

Clothing
We are in the process of reordering a number of items, especially short-sleeve Dri-Fit T-shirts. We have
plenty of ball caps and knit beanies, and some fleece beanies.
We’re down to limited supplies of women’s short-sleeve uniform T’s, unisex long-sleeve cotton tees with
MHSP logo, quarter-zip pullover sweatshirts, and a VERY limited supply of Kinco gloves.
When the Kinco gloves are gone, they’re gone. The Clothing Committee will no longer carry them as they
can be found handily on Amazon and other shopping and pro-deal sites.
If you do purchase from Amazon don’t forget to identify MHSP under the SMILE program and we will still
get a donation.
Matt Wood also has possession of all patches & insignia for your outdoor uniform needs.

Timberline Bike Park Trail
Photo by Glen Anderson
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BIKE PATROL UPDATE
Steve Barnett, Bike Patrolling APC, HS/AP 1858

With the increasing popularity of mountain biking on Mt. Hood, MHSP,
Timberline Bike Park, and Mount Hood Adventure Park (i.e., Skibowl) recognized
a need for an enhanced organizational, certification, and training structure to
support growing summer operations.
MHSP’s goal is to build a group of OEC-trained patrollers who are competent at
mountain biking to support summer operations on Mt. Hood. Our program
includes bike skills testing, training on the use of wheeled litters, and general
summer operation procedures.
On June 20th, we had a “train the trainers” event at Skibowl. New bike patrol
“trainers” in attendance were Glen Anderson, Paul Van Der Bosch, Will Pardy, Ed Taylor, Alaina Waller,
Allison Wibby, and Matt Wood. Al Barton wasn’t able to make the first session, but joined us the following
week for bike patrol tryouts.
These folks are all awesome, had some great ideas, and will help build our bike program going forward.
On June 27th, we had our bike patrol tryouts at Skibowl.
The session included some skills practice, program overview, and lots of training on summer operations.
The evaluation ride was on “Fire Hydrant,” which is a super-fun “black” run on the lower mountain full of
rocks, sweepers, and small drops. All of the riders did great and are now certified bike patrollers.
The patrollers who earned their bike patrol certification included: Matt Adamosky, Katherine Christensen,
Patrick Cummings, Laila Deardorff, Lee Hall, Heidi Loebach, Jim McCauley, Steve Tomlinson, and Toby
Willey. Later in July, Sam LeFeber, Chase McOmber, and Ryan Roberts also earned their bike patrol
certification.
If you want to do bike patrolling this summer, it is not too late (but it is getting close). Prospective bike
patrollers will need to have completed the COVID-19 training and have been fitted for a N95 respirator.
Once that is complete, one of our trainers can give you a checkride and the supplemental training at
Skibowl.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me by phone at 503.805.3395, or by email at
apcbikes@mthoodskipatrol.org if you have questions.

Bike Patrol (BP) Training session June 27th, Skibowl.
Photo by Matt Garcia
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SKIBOWL SUMMER OPERATIONS
Steve Barnett, Bike Patrol Manager, HS/AP/HP 1858

Operations at Skibowl are now in full swing, and they will be open daily through Labor Day weekend. After
Labor Day, operations will be limited to weekends-only ‘till the end of September.
Skibowl has limited the number of guests to 50% of normal capacity, and are doing a great job of enforcing
facemask use inside, within 6-feet of other people, and at the top and bottom of the lifts. All first-aid cases
are handled in pop-up outdoor first-aid rooms (PUOFARS) located on the east and west sides of the resort.
We have lots of available general patroller (GP) dispatch slots on weekends and weekdays for those
patrollers that have completed their COVID-19training and have been fitted for a N95 respirator. If you are
a little late on dispatching or haven’t been up there yet this summer, please contact me. We are not
allowing any walk-on patrollers. Here are some notes:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Sunday through Friday shift hours are 11:00 to 18:00. Note that the Upper Bowl will be closed on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.
Saturday shift hours are 10:00m to 18:00.
Radios are located in the Castle on the table in front of the Hill Captain’s closet. Only one person
should grab the radios for all patrollers that day. The radios should be decontaminated with
isopropyl alcohol before and after each use.
When you arrive on site, just head to the outside of the West Side First Aid Room (WFAR).
Our uniforms are MHSP patrol t-shirts or sweatshirts, with shorts or pants. Closed toe shoes will be
needed if you are on a mountain bike or need to hike up one of the trails for a 10-50.
Only Bike Patrollers can be on the bike trails, but General Patrollers may use bikes to move between
the east side and west side on the Summit Trail.
Chits are good for one-year and can be used for summer or winter activities.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Ryan Roberts and Sam LeFeber at a Skibowl outdoor First Aid Room. July 25th 2020.
Photo by Steve Barnett
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CDC BEARD CHALLENGE
Matt Wood, MHSP Vice President, HC/AP 1768

We’ve been giggling for weeks about the CDC facial hair poster that provides real-world and serious
guidelines for trimming facial hair to fit under an N95 respirator.

With my COVID-19 beard more wild than ever, I put out a challenge to get me to clean up my act and I got a
bunch of responses on how to tame my mane!
Congratulations to Elisabeth Hicks (1845) for accepting and winning the first (and hopefully only, ever)
“MHSP CDC Beard Challenge.”
Beth came up with a torturous path from my Unabomber-accented “Bandholz” down to the N95-fitapproved (and tested!) “Chevron” mustache.
To go along with her coveted 2020 Bent Pole award, Beth will soon receive a properly sanitized piece of
swag from my ridiculous pile of patrol gear extras.
Special mention to newly minted Associate Heidi Loebach for a couple of ideas too, and thanks to everyone
who suggested “Zappa.”
While I was not able to pull it off, my friends and challenge teammates Matthew Adamosky (1753) and Josh
Corey (1812) pulled off the Zappa with style!
It was a bit of fun to play with this and, happily, I was indeed able to pass my mask fit test in order to return
to the hill. While this is a serious subject, and guys need to tend their facial forest to get their masks fit, I
hope we’ll see more “COVID Cuts” in this publication and on social media soon!
(continued on next page. . . . .)
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The following three pages show the progression of three of our intrepid patrollers as they went through
deciding on an appropriate style for their new found growth.
Each phase is accompanied by a description of the style of cut that they believe best fits the face. It also
shows (with a tiny outline) how a mask would fit that particular decision and whether that decision is a go
(green check) or a no-go (red X).
Just another way for us patrollers to see what is going on with today’s events and how you should approach
your decision if facial hair is your way of expression and how it will work with the new normal, wearing a
face mask. And just having fun.

Matt Wood and his
progression into
compliance.

(Kinda Forked
Goatee)
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Josh Corey with his
progression of
decisions and
evaluations.
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Of course the indomitable Matt Adamosky and the direct route to perfection.
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August

CALENDAR

3 Council Meeting, Via Teleconference, 1900 – 2200
15 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800

September
7 Council Meeting, Via Teleconference, 1900 – 2200
19 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800

October
5 Council Meeting, Location TBD, 1900 – 2200
12 Membership Meeting, Location TBD, 1900 – 2200. Look for updates as Summer proceeds
17 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
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