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PRESIDENT’S NOTES
Summer Operations
I’d like to extend a huge thank you to those of you who have put in some
summer days so far at Skibowl and Timberline.
I patrolled at Skibowl one day and talked with several of the management
and supervisory staff. They all were very grateful for your help. Keep up
the good work!
COVID-19 Protocols
As you all know the COVID-19 restrictions are changing almost weekly.
The best advice I can give you right now is to have a mask with you when
you patrol, as you may be required to wear it indoors.
If you have been fit-tested for an N-95 mask, continue to carry it, and use it when doing CPR and any
aerosolized procedures.
Follow any rules or protocols the area might have.
Consider getting vaccinated if you have not already done so.
Thank you for continuing to patrol during these uncertain times.
Buzz Bowman Day
Mark Your calendar for September 19th to celebrate with Buzz Bowman.
Have a good rest of your summer. Be safe during your adventures.

Cleo Howell, MHSP Council President
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Affiliated with the National Ski Patrol

The Sweep is a MHSP Newsletter published monthly
by Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit.

Patrolling Area Operations/Showtimes:

Skibowl:
Open
First-Aid and Bike
Operations.
Dispatch now.

Timberline:
Summer Ski - Open
(closes 8/15)
Bike Park - Open
Contact team leads
Dispatch now.

Meadows: Closed

Summit: Closed

Teacup: Closed

AUGUST MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Courtney Walsh, Council Secretary, HC 1833

Traditionally there are no General Membership Meetings June through September. We will continue with
that tradition this year so there will be no General Membership Meeting in August.
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OEC REFRESHERS – SAVE THE DATES
Matt Wood, 2021 Refresher Mangler, HC/AP 1768

Happy summer all, I hope everyone is getting a needed break and staying cool! Refreshers are planned to
be in-person this year – keep your fingers crossed that no virus resurgence quells this plan.
Due to the pandemic, none of our usual venues are able to commit to a space reservation. At this time,
treat the following as “Save The Date” information and many details will follow.
• Patrol Refresher dates are planned for:
o Saturday October 9th,
o Sunday October 17th and
o Saturday October 23rd
• Instructor refreshers are planned for:
o Saturday September 18th and
o Second date is TBD

What Patrollers Need To Do To Complete The OEC Refresher
• Complete last 2 pages of OEC Refresher Workbook
• Complete Online Portion of the Hybrid Refresher
• Email to oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org a copy or scan of
the online certificate of completion AND completed
workbook (helps speed the check-in process at the
refresher)
• Enroll in Refresher at NSP website (this is separate from
completing the online portion!!)
• MHSP dispatch – dispatch in advance to complete the hands-on portion (PENDING)
• Attend the hands-on skills Refresher (PENDING)
Our Refresher is a "Hybrid" - a combination of book and online work along with our hands-on skills
day. Be sure you complete the major steps indicated above to complete the stages of the OEC Refresher
in order to patrol in the fall. There are courses to complete and forms of registration on both the NSP site
and the MHSP site - please review the following. Please ensure that your personal information and
especially e-mail address are correct in your NSP profile.
Workbook
There is no hard-copy workbook this year due to the pandemic. You can access a soft copy on the NSP
website. Log in to your account on NSP – Select “Programs” – Scroll down and select “OEC” – scroll down
and open/download the PDF of “2021 OEC Refresher Cycle B – UPDATED July 6” – Use the workbook to
prepare for the online refresher presentation and test.
Complete Online Refresher Materials And Test
You must complete the online portion of the Hybrid Refresher and the last 2 pages of the workbook. After
completing the online module and the workbook, you must submit your certificate of completion and
workbook pages to MHSP (see links below).
To access the online portion of the Refresher, go to the NSP site and log in, then select:
Member Resources - Online Courses ("Enter" on the main page logo) - Click on "Courses" at top of page Select "2021 OEC Refresher B – Online Module" icon as below:
(continued next page)
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When you complete the online portion of the refresher, you will receive an e-mail with a link to the
certificate to print. Forward the certificate (not the e-mail link!) to our Refresher e-mail at:
oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org.
Options are:
• Right click on the certificate, select 'Copy Image' and paste it into the email

to oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org
• If you have the Snipping Tool or Snagit on your computer, use that to 'copy' the certificate and

paste it into the email to oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org
• Take a Print Screen copy and e-mail that screen shot to oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org.
• Take a picture of it with your phone and send the picture to oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org
• Print it, then scan it, and send the scan to oecrefresher@mthoodskipatrol.org
• Print it and bring to the refresher.

(continued next page)
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NSP COURSE REGISTRATION
For the Refresher skills day, there are effectively two "dispatches" - one for MHSP on our dispatch site,
and you must register for the Refresher on the NSP site BEFORE THE DAY OF YOUR REFRESHER!
First-Aid Chief Will Pardy has registered the main Refresher course. From your login main NSP page:
Click on “Course Schedule”
Type “Hood” in the bottom “Patrol Contains” search box
Click on the link on the NSP website as it appears below to register for P053210003

Be sure to “Check Out” (no cost) to register yourself. You should receive an acknowledgement email at
the email address you use in your NSP profile.
Attend A Hands-On Refresher
Finally - attend the Refresher Day of your choice (only one required). The Refresher Day will reflect the
skills, scenarios, and case studies covered in the workbook and online materials.
Brush up on your first-aid skills and be ready to work a number of scenarios - associated material from
the workbook and online course will appear at each of the 5 stations of the Refresher.
Remember we have close to 250 patrollers and often visitors to get through the Refresher. It would be
great for the many instructors and volunteer patients to have an equal patroller attendance at each event,
so please don't wait for the last one to get this done!
We will cover the subject of MHSP and NSP dues in a future message.
For new patrollers (graduated in June 2021): this is your first year as an OEC technician and you MUST
attend a patrol refresher!
Stay tuned for more details on actual schedule and start time, but you can expect a customary early start
with a mid-afternoon finish to allow time for debrief!
I can be reached for any questions or concerns on cell at 360-921-8879 or e-mail
vicepresident@mthoodskipatrol.org.
Stay tuned for repeat and additional messages on this subject as the Refresher dates draw nearer!
Matt the Mangler
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MOUNTAIN OPERATIONS
Dave Winterling, Patrol Chief, HP 1806

Fellow Members,
We’re in the middle of summer ops, and things are a bit more “normal” than last summer. Fingers
crossed that the current rise in COVID-19 cases does not result in negative impacts to our on-hill schedule
or our training plans for the fall.
Some updates:
● Timberline snow operations - the Palmer snow patch took a tough beating
during the historic heat wave in late June, losing 10 feet of base in three days.
Freestyle camps will be finishing at the end of July, and ski operations will be
finishing on August 15th - both earlier than expected. If you intend to get any
more on-snow summer days, time is running out.
● Timberline bike park - guest attendance this summer is very strong, like
last summer. We do need more dispatch days from our bike patrollers to support
operations. Glen Anderson will be sending separate communications.
● Skibowl summer ops are going well. Skibowl very much appreciates the assistance from MHSP
on weekdays and weekends this summer, as you’ve read in the communications from Skibowl APC
Matt Rea over the last month.
Looking forward, the fall training season is coming! For chair evac training, APC David MacIntyre is
firming up plans/dates for Timberline, working with Patrol Director Libby Koroch.
We will be keeping the training format initiated last year, with two separate sessions:
● Online training session on a weeknight, to review and discuss the “timeline” for chairlift evac same format as last year. Tentative dates have been set for Thursday Sep 9th and Thursday Sep
16th. All MHSP hill and associate patrollers (other than Meadows team members) would need to
attend one of these two sessions, or a later Skibowl session (date TBD).
● On-hill chair evac practice - Timberline team hill patrollers are required to attend, and
Timberline team associate patrollers are invited to attend. Tentative date has been set for Sunday
October 10th. Skibowl team patrollers are also welcome, if this date is more convenient than
Skibowl’s on-hill date. Intent is to coordinate with the Host team refreshers, so they are available
to participate in chair evac with the team patrollers.
● Look for a follow-up communication from Dave MacIntyre about final plans and dispatch
instructions.
Chair evac practice at Skibowl will happen on a later date (TBD), and Meadows team patrollers will have
a separate chair evac practice - look for communications from the respective APCs.
Last summer the Executive Council voted to waive the usual “minimum days” requirements for all
members for the 20/21 winter season, due to COVID-19 pandemic concerns. For the coming 21/22
winter season, the plan at this point is to return to our normal minimum requirements.
(continued next page)
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For most patrollers, this means “at least 8 days of active patrolling to maintain competency” - per our
P&P 5.2.1. Dual-class patrollers (for example, a member who is approved as both a hill patroller and a
bike patroller) “must patrol a minimum of 4 days in their primary capacity and 4 days in their secondary
capacity” (P&P Annual Addendum Section 1.1).
If you intend to be an active patroller but have concerns about meeting these minimums for the season of
2021/2022, please communicate with your respective Council leader (myself for hill patrollers, John
Howard for associate patrollers, Steve Potter for Nordic patrollers, etc.).
Finally, a few notes on our large new apprentice class - 35 candidates:
● The annual apprentice orientation session was convened in late June, and went VERY well, in large
part because we were able to do the session in-person. Many thanks to Margaret Usher for
providing an excellent venue at her workplace. Also, thanks to “new presenters” Jessica and Cory
Tolzman, who gave a great overview on the history of MHSP to the new apprentices.
● The orientation session is the last step in the recruitment process for this new class. Glen
Anderson did a great job as our Recruiting Director, with assistance from all those who helped
during recruiting, tryouts, and orientation. Thank You!
● Seven of the new apprentices have already completed “shadow days” at Timberline or Skibowl this includes Hunter Morford, Ken Roko, Marcus Stephens, Dave Cameron, Scott McKnight, Beryl
Weinshenker, and Dan Scott. The shadow days are certainly fun, but also provide the new
apprentices with an appreciation of how they will use their OEC and on-hill training skills, when
they graduate and start patrolling next year.
Hoping to see many of you “on the hill” this summer!
Stay safe, Dave W
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NORDIC OPERATIONS
Steve Potter, Nordic Director, NP/AP 1630

New Restrooms at Teacup Lake Nordic Area, July 26th, 2021.
Photo by: Steve Potter
The newest addition to the Teacup Lake Nordic Area is installed! Everything else around the cabin is in
good shape waiting for the November snow to arrive. The order was just sent in.
We are working to get the additional rescue sled in hand and the storage structure built. I should have
information to present to the Nordic Club soon.
The OSSA Class for those who have not done that is being planned for a choice of one of two weekend
days in August or early September.
You should be preparing for the 2021 OEC Refresher B at this time; see the
First-Aid Chief’s article in the July issue of The Sweep. The course Instructor
of Record (IOR) is working on a venue and firm dates now.
The 2021 Nordic Refresher Cycle B is planned for October 30th, October 31st,
and November 7th. You will need to complete one of the days. The format
will be the same as last year, hopefully in-person rather than virtual.
Thank you all for sending me your ‘intent to patrol’ for the coming season;
this was important for budgeting, and we now have a good idea as to our
crew and as to your preferences for team days.
Also special thanks to everyone for the many hours spent last season
developing the Nordic OET (Sled Transportation) program. It is just about
finalized and ready for us to get the needed training completed this November.
Steve
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MOUNTAIN HOST OPERATIONS
Jan Silagi, Mountain Host Director, HS 60054

There is a noticeable difference with the tourist traffic at Timberline this
summer. Absent are the many visitors from other countries, especially those
countries on the Pacific Rim. Tourists who are visiting Oregon are from other
parts of the country.
In the last three weekends I have met numerous folks from states in the ‘heart
land,’ Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, as far northeast as the New England
states, and from the far southeast, Florida, Alabama, and the Carolinas.
Several of the guests I’ve talked with are here because they have a son or
daughter enrolled in one of the ski/snowboard camps at Timberline and they
took advantage of the opportunity to tag along, but many are just adventuring
out to new places within the 48 contiguous states.
Each of our fellow Americans I’ve talked to have remarked on the beauty of
Oregon and her very friendly citizens! It makes me proud of my state and
fellow Oregonians. It’s been a lot of fun to meet them and chat with them!
It has also been very exciting to see the number of visitors coming to Timberline to ride the Timberline to
Town Trail or enjoy the Timberline Bike Park. Timberline worked at breakneck speed to repair the bike
trails damaged by the 600+ trees that went down across the trails in the windstorms last fall.
The roughhewn lumber that is required to build the features on the bike park trails was not available
until a local fellow was found who had the proper kind of saws to cut what was needed in June.
Materials were being delivered as late as the first week of July, the park trails opened on July 20th, and
they have been busy every day.
Summer Hosts at Timberline
This is the first summer that MHSP Hosts have dispatched to Timberline.
Hosts interested in doing Foot Duty this summer attended an orientation on
June 29th or July 7th. These folks are meeting and greeting bikers, hikers, and
tourists, supporting Guest Services and the Timberline Bike Park.
Hosts will station themselves by the entrance to the day lodge and Bike Park
entrance, at the top of the hotel parking lot, and the top of the Flood chairlift.
Shifts started on Saturday, July 10th and will run Saturdays and Sundays into
September.
Timberline Bike Hosts
Our first team of Bike Hosts trained on Saturday, July 17th at Timberline.
Eight potential Bike Hosts received procedural training from Timberline Pro
Bike Patroller, Nick Meigs, as well as skills training from Bike Host, Luther
Barker.

Just another tourist.
Shaun White at Timberline.
Photo by Jan Silagi

August 2021

Bike Host shifts began on Sunday, July 18th and will run into September. Bike
Hosts are replicating what Hosts generally do on the snow in the winter,
focusing on the green and blue runs, assisting guests, and supporting the
Timberline and MHSP Bike Patrollers on scene at 10-50s.
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Hope to see many more of our Hosts at Timberline and Skibowl this summer. The weather has been
beautiful, and visitors are happy to be out of lockdown and adventuring on beautiful Mt. Hood!
Jan

Bike Hosts training at Timberline on July 17th. From left to right: Judy Bice, Kim Desmarteau, Bill
Johnson, Mel Ozbek, Laura Pederson, Brian Ritacco, Troy Donaldson, and Luther Barker.
Photo by Jan Silagi

Hosts and Bike Hosts getting stokes basket training from Timberline pro bike patroller, Nick Meigs (foreground).
Left to right: Kim Desmarteau, Laura Pederson, Judy Bice, Mel Ozbek, Karl Haugen, Luther Barker, Bill Johnson,
Brian Ritacco, Sara Drage, and John Silagi.
Photo by Jan Silagi
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FIRST-AID CHIEF UPDATE
Will Pardy, First-Aid Chief, HC/BP 1744

If you somehow missed the VP’s article, go back and read it now. Matt Wood (thankfully) is once again
in charge of OEC Refreshers this year. His help to MHSP is invaluable and deserves special thanks. The
biggest take-aways are the tentative Refresher dates of:
•
•

Instructor Refreshers (IR)
• Saturday September 18th
• Second date is TBD
Patrol Refreshers (PR)
• Saturday October 9th
• Sunday October 17th
• Saturday October 23rd
Good News! - Special thanks to Glen Anderson (Recruiting Director) for
getting us 36 new students. This will be the class of 2022 and is the largest
class I remember since I joined MHSP.
• OEC Training will begin on Tuesday nights beginning on September 14th at
the Mountain Shop on 29th and Sandy.
• On this topic, we have made it through OEC training with just enough
Instructors/Assistants/Patients to barely get by. I'm asking for your help...
o Helping out with OEC refines your existing skills and further
strengthens your confidence on the mountain.
o We need more people to help out with OEC training to make this new
class graduate successfully. Please email me directly at
firstaidchief@mthoodskipatrol.org if you can help out and/or get
more involved. This includes any students/rookies from the last few
years.

COVID-19
After a somewhat successful vaccination and mask campaign, the State of Oregon finally lifted masking
requirements on July 1st for public usage.
Unfortunately, the COVID-19-D Variant is now on the rise and we will most likely see a major surge by
October. With the coming increase in cases, new variants are likely to emerge. These new variants could
be more virulent. This is the reason that we must remain vigilant in our anti-COVID-19 policies and
procedures.
To sum this up, the COVID-19 pandemic is far from over.
•
•
•

MHSP will be following CDC guidelines.
CDC guidelines for Health Care Workers includes First Responders (and members MHSP).
CDC guidelines recommend receiving vaccinations.
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THE BUZZ BOWMAN 75TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Matt Rea, Trustee, HC/NP 1138

We are definitely a “Go” for the big event on Sunday, September 19th. MHSP will celebrate the 75th
anniversary of Buzz Bowman joining our organization in appropriate style.
We will start with a Ceremony at our Building in Government Camp at 11:00. We will continue with a
picnic lunch and no host bar at Skibowl’s West Side event area.
We are inviting ALL Patrollers, Hosts, Alumni, Friends, and Family to participate. This will be a
memorable event you will not want to miss.
Come prepared with stories, toasts, and Buzz’ specialty — bad jokes. We will ask participants to pay $10
to help cover the cost of the food and facility. Please RSVP (through the link below) no later than
September 1st.
You can sign up and pay for the event through this link: http://tinyurl.com/BuzzBowman75.
If you do not have access to a computer or internet or have difficulties with the online system, please give
Matt Rea a call at 503-230-0584.
This will be a largely outdoor event and as we all know the weather in mid-September on Mt. Hood can
range from winter to summer. Dress is casual and comfortable — dress for the weather.
We are, of course, monitoring the current COVID-19 pandemic and will adjust as necessary to remain
compliant with current public health requirements at the time of the event.
If anyone is interested in helping at the event, we could use some volunteers to assist with set-up, clean
up, checking in participants, parking management, coffee station, etc. Please let Matt Rea know if you’d
like to assist.
Govy Building Work Party
We want to have our Government Camp building all shiny and clean for the big Buzz Bowman celebration
event. It’s been over a year since the building has had much use or attention and it could use some TLC.
We are planning a work party for Saturday and Sunday, August 7th and 8th. The basic plan will be:
• Saturday — Deep clean and reorganization of the building interior and remove and replace rotten

shake siding on the east exterior side of the building.
• Sunday — Interior painting in the back storage room and elsewhere and painting the new shakes on
the exterior

We are looking for people with cleaning, painting, and carpentry skills (or a desire to learn). Please
contact Matt Rea if you can help either or both of those days.
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2021 PNWD CONVENTION
Joel Stevens, Wy’east Region Director

By now all MHSP Patrollers should have received an announcement from
Shelley Urben about the Pacific Northwest Division (PNWD) Convention,
August 13th-15th in Boise.
This is a great opportunity to meet other patrollers in the Division and
learn how others do things. You can also meet officers and advisors from
the PNWD and the National Office.
For program administrators and instructors, there will be breakout
sessions for all disciplines, and often they qualify for Continuing Education
Credit, so they help you meet your CET requirements as an instructor.
The Region will help with expenses for Patrol Directors and Program
Administrators.
The Convention Website is at: www.pnwdcon.org/#/.
You can register, reserve a room, and volunteer to assist at the convention from the website. Note that
registering after July 18th will cost an additional $10.00.
You can find a link to the hotel registration when you go to the Convention Registration and click on the
PNWD logo.
https://reservations.travelclick.com/76224?groupID=3234362#/guestsandrooms will work also.
Note that the Wy’east Region is hosting the PNWD Convention next year, so this would be a good time for
those who have not attended one in the past to see how a convention is run.
If you have any questions about the convention, or the Pacific Northwest Division of NSP, feel free to
contact me.

August 2021

The Sweep
www.mthoodskipatrol.org

Pg 13 of 16

Instructor Development
James Schuler, AS 90481, Kathy Lee, SAS 90232

Interested in becoming a coach or certified instructor? Maybe you'd like to sign up to help with a class as
a trainer? Or would you like to be considered for Hill Captain, Associate Supervisor, or another
leadership position? These all require taking Instructor Development and your opportunity to take the
course is coming up soon.
There is an online portion to the course you can start now, followed by an in-person (or Zoom) evening of
class work and demonstrations.
The online course is available through the NSP Online Learning Management system, and it takes several
hours. When complete, send the Certificate of Completion to leek232@gmail.com and
jamesbschuler@yahoo.com. You will then be given more information on what to prepare for the inperson evening class.
The in-person evening class will be offered twice: September 23rd, 2021 and October, 14th, 2021. You
only need to attend one of these dates. These dates will be set up on dispatch soon.
If you are interested or have questions, please contact one of us.
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BASIC LIFE SUPPORT (BLS) / CARDIPULMONARY RESCUSITATION
(CPR) PROGRAM
Ed Taylor, BLS/CPR Program Coordinator, AS/BP 1830

Another season of CPR renewals is upon us, and details are being worked
out before the Fall BLS/CPR program is rolled out in the first couple weeks
of August.
Please watch your email for a communication regarding the roll-out of the
BLS/CPR program for this fall, including the link to the AHA online course.
Last year the introduction of the AHA online BLS/CPR certification process
was received with overall positive success for the many dozens of
patrollers who engaged in the online and hands-on segments of certification. This online AHA course
along with the hands-on portion of the training is likely to continue this fall.
Absent last year was the skills-demo required by all patrollers to complete in their year between
recertification. At this time, it is shaping up that this requirement will be reintroduced into the BLS/CPR
program for this fall.
If you have any questions regarding the BLS/CPR requirement mandated by NSP please reference OEC6
at the lower left paragraph of page eight.
As COVID-19 continues to obstruct holding indoor training sessions in conference rooms at either
Clackamas Fire Department stations or with local hospitals MHSP has a relationship with, we may
continue to employ some of the creative outdoor solutions we found successful last fall. Obtaining indoor
locations remains high on the priority list.
Final mention from last year: an extensive list was compiled of patrollers who will need to recertify their
AHA BLS/CPR certification this fall vs. those who only need to complete their skills-demo.
This list will be helpful in targeting communication exclusively to these two groups.
Remember, being current on the BLS/CPR requirement is a must-have to patrol this next winter.
Thank you for taking a moment to read this article and please watch your email for the upcoming
BLS/CPR roll-out for this fall.
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CALENDAR
August

2 Council Meeting (virtual), 1900-2200; contact Courtney Walsh (secretary@mthoodskipatrol.org)
7 Clothing Committee Pop-up - Parking lot @Revolution Hall SE 12th and Stark
7-8 Govy Building Work Party
9 2nd Council Meeting TBD (virtual), 1900-2200; contact Courtney Walsh (secretary@mthoodskipatrol.org)
25 The Sweep Newsletter deadline, 1800

September

9 Online Chair Evac Training Event (TBD)
13 Council Meeting (virtual), 1900-2200; contact Courtney Walsh (secretary@mthoodskipatrol.org)
14 OEC begins (weekly on Tuesday evenings @ The Mountain Shop)
16 Online Chair Evac Training Event (TBD)
18 OEC Instructor Refresher (TBD)
19 Buzz Bowman 75th Anniversary Celebration, 1100 in Government Camp
23 OEC Instructor Refresher (TBD)
25 The Sweep Newsletter deadline, 1800

October

4 Council Meeting (virtual), 1900-2200; contact Courtney Walsh (secretary@mthoodskipatrol.org)
9 OEC Refresher (TBD)
10 On-Hill Chair Evac Training @ Timberline (TBD)
11 General Meeting (virtual), 1900-2030 (http://tinyurl.com/MHSPGeneralMeeting)
14 Instructor Development (TBD)
17 OEC Refresher (TBD)
23 OEC Refresher (TBD)
25 The Sweep Newsletter deadline, 1800
30 Nordic Refresher (TBD)
31 Nordic Refresher (TBD)
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