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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
Fall training is all but complete and the trainers are breathing a huge sigh of
relief. Our thanks go out to all of those folks who worked through the summer
and fall to make our annual recertifications a success.
We've wrapped up our meetings with all of the ski areas and are ready to work
together for another great season. I've never seen a better focus and working
relationship with all of our areas than I've seen through the last season and
moving forward this year.
Our new Dispatch program has met and overcome the challenges of initial implementation and is moving
us forward into the first full season. It's a very robust and flexible program that will serve us well for many
years to come, and thanks to Dave Miller, it belongs to us.
The Ski Fever and Snowvana events are behind us and, thanks to the great efforts of Jan Silagi and Kelly
Ambrose, were a great success.
Together with the amazing crew they put together, we sold out of Snow Park Permits at each event. Rather
than say that we could have sold more, I'll say that "we met our goals" and will be sure to sell more next
year.
We also worked at Snowvana with our Division Safety Advisor, Jodie Jeffers, on Snow Safety, teaching the
public about Snow Immersion Suffocation (SIS).
Johnny Walker from Mt. Ashland Ski Patrol, and his accidental tree well death last year, brought focus to
the safety lessons we presented. The Pacific Northwest Ski Area Association (PNSAA) sponsored us. Not
only did they support us but the PNSAA President, Jordan Elliot, came out and worked with us in the booth
as well.
Also joining us in the booth were Kathy Lee and Larry Cahill, Michael Halle, Jim Trett from Santiam Patrol,
Matt Hoppe and Madeline from Skibowl, and Nate Berry from Meadows Pro Patrol.
Now we can relax for a week or so after many months of hard training and counting down the days to the
areas opening on the mountain.
And so I say again, THANK YOU all for the hard work you put into your training and keeping your skills
sharp for the coming season. Relax a little while with the Holidays and enjoy the company of your family
and friends.
Be safe, be well, and we will meet up on the Mountain!

James Schuler

, MHSP Council President
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The Sweep is a MHSP Newsletter published monthly
by Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit.

Patrolling Area Operations/Showtimes:
Skibowl: Partial
Tube Hill open.
Check with APCs
for Team times and
other openings.

Timberline: Open
0745 Arrive at FAR
0800 Out the door
1600 Final Sweep
Still snow
dependent. Check
with APC.

Meadows: Closed
Preview openings
on Thanksgiving
weekend.
Check with APC
for patrol days.

Summit: Closed

Teacup: Closed

DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING HOLIDAY PARTY!!!!!
December 9th, 2019
When:

1830 to 2130

Where:

Lucky Labrador Beer Hall
1945 NW Quimby St., Portland, OR

Register:

https://forms.gle/VZAGr9NoU6fwCJeJ7 (If the link does not work please cut and paste)
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MESSAGE FROM THE VP
Matt Wood, Vice President MHSP Council, AS/HC 1768

Committees
The Clothing Committee needs assistance from 1-2 or more people who are willing to share duties with
Kelly Ambrose and other members.
Main duties include storing and transporting committee goods to MHSP
events, especially general meetings and public events such as Snowvana and
SkiFever.
We’d love to have help from graphically and visually gifted people who would
like to contribute new designs for clothing! E-mail
clothing@mthoodskipatrol.org for more information.
Congratulations and thanks to Mike Walsh for agreeing to refresh and restart the Safety Committee.
Mike attended Snowvana in November and interfaced with PNWD and region
safety coordinators and we will see him at safety events in January and
throughout the season.
Team HC and AS, Mike will be asking for active participation from a team member or members so we stay
on-point on our mountain safety message. Know the Code!
Awards
Let’s face it – we don’t get paid very much to do what we do! But recognition for your service is a reward
in itself. Any given season and at any given time, MHSP patrollers are providing care in emergencies, both
on and off the mountain.
As your MHSP Awards Coordinator, it’s my responsibility to collect information on any significant event in
which MHSP folks are providing service, and ensure we apply for National awards if the patroller qualifies.
If you, or a patroller you know, are involved in a major event, anywhere, please be sure to provide me with
details such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Date, time, and place
Nature of incident (i.e. on-hill, car crash, choking, CPR, etc.) and nature/severity of injury or illness
for the injured party.
Patroller(s) involved – names and patrol numbers when possible
Authorities responding to the scene – responder names and badge numbers are great (or at least an
agency name), fire truck and/or ambulance and/or police vehicle numbers.
Any idea you have of disposition of the case, (i.e. where the patient was headed when your
involvement ended).

ALL details are important! Let’s make sure we get recognition when recognition is due!
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ASSOCIATE OPERATIONS
John Howard, Associate Director, SS 90227

Hi everyone,
As the ski areas continue to coordinate services we are being asked to provide
more options to patients once they leave our facilities and move on to a higher
level of care. This article addresses using the Mt Hood Meadows Clinic for
patients departing Timberline or Skibowl.
Patients at Meadows will have different options since the clinic is owned and
operated by Providence Health Services and will be addressed by the Meadows
Clinic directly.
When patients leave Timberline and Skibowl first-aid rooms on their own (not
via AMR) there are many options available to them. One of those options is the
medical clinic at Mt Hood Meadows.
Below are the considerations to make when thinking about sending a patient to the Meadows Clinic for
care.
If the patient fits the below criteria, please be sure to gather the necessary information (detailed in the
bottom paragraph) to pass on to the Meadows Clinic.
Whom ARE We Sending There?
• Extremity injuries – arm/wrist fractures, shoulder dislocations; mainly low-pain extremity injuries.
Injuries that would not progress to needing Advanced Life Support.
• Patients who are staying in the Mt. Hood Area. Government Camp? Local hotel? Timberline Lodge?
• Patients who live on the East Side of Mt. Hood Area
• Hotel guests with weird non-emergent medical needs (UTI, nausea, low-grade pain)
Whom We ARE NOT Sending There?
• Patients who live in Portland
• Emergent patients – Those who might need AMR for pain management/airway/LOR, or any other
AMR reason
What We Need To Do To SEND SOMEONE To Meadows
• Call the Meadows Clinic (503) 337-2292: How long are they open? How busy are they?
• Patient’s name and phone number
• Tell patient how to get there (including how to get through the traffic)
• Explain to the patient that it is an Urgent Care Clinic associated with the Providence Health Care
System.
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MOUNTAIN HOST OPERATIONS
Jan Silagi, Mountain Host Director, HS 60054

“What’s in that burrito?”
As part of the Host fall refresher training sessions, Rachel Leiber, Will Pardy, and
Allen Harvey participated in break-out sessions to show Hosts what’s in a sled pack
and describe how we can assist patrollers at a 10-50. (See photo on page 8).
Having the opportunity to open a sled pack and become familiar with its contents
and their use was well-received by Hosts and plenty of positive feedback came my
way.
Our thanks to Rachel, Will, and Allen for their contributions in our training this fall.
Additionally, several Hosts loaded chairs at the end of our training days to be
evacuated by patrollers during their chair evac recertification. Practical experience
in a chair evacuation was a great opportunity for us.
These small steps in cross-training and experience in procedures enable Hosts to broaden their support of
our fellow MHSP members.
BLS/CPR
Over the past two years the MHSP Mountain Hosts have become certified in BLS/CPR. In 2018, Ed Taylor
set up the first series of classes for our membership group to begin the process of certification.
Three classes that fall and additional classes this past summer/fall, enabled all of us to become certified.
Our thanks to several instructors: Ed Taylor, Steve Potter, Diane Kindall, and Reba Sharp.
If I have missed your name, please know that we are grateful for the commitment you made to our
certification process, and way to go Hosts! Congratulations to you all!
Outdoor First Care
Several Hosts participated in the Outdoor First Care class on November 23rd with the 2019-2020 Young
Adult Patroller apprentices. This training was a voluntary opportunity for our membership group.
We are grateful to Cleo Howell for opening up the class for us!
Apprentice Orientation and On-Hill Training
The 2019-2020 Host Apprentice class will begin their training with an in-town Orientation on December
7th. This day of training will be followed by a full day of training on the mountain later this month.
On-hill training will include visiting all three resorts, with an introduction to duty stations at each. Once
each apprentice has completed the on-hill training, they will be free to dispatch and shadow a veteran Host
throughout the season to finalize their training experience.
It’s good to be coming to the end of a very successful training season and see the snow finally! Hope all the
Hosts give themselves a pat on the back for their flexibility and eager participation in training this year.
Looking forward to another great winter on the hill!
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HOLIDAY PARTY
Matt Rea, Junior Trustee, HC/NP 1138

Announcing the 2019 MHSP Holiday Party!
Monday, December 9, 1830 to 2130
Lucky Labrador Beer Hall
1945 NW Quimby St, Portland.
This is an informal event, ugly holiday sweaters are not required (but also not discouraged)! Come and
socialize with your fellow MHSP members as we approach the holidays and the start of a new patrolling
season. Please bring friends, spouses, and adult kids.
Tickets: $5. Ticket price covers an all-you-can-eat pizza and salad buffet, with lots of veggie and fruit
side-dishes. *Vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options will be available (from the menu) upon
request.*
Ticket price does not cover drinks, but there will be a private bartender to serve us.
Please RSVP by 23:59 on December 7, 2019
Here is the Holiday Party invitation: https://forms.gle/VZAGr9NoU6fwCJeJ7 (If the link does not work
please cut and paste).

This photo is of Timberline lodge and the early ski area. If you look closely you can see the original
magic mile ski lift in the upper right near the last line of trees.
Photo circa 1940.
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BANQUET AND AWARDS CEREMONY 2020
Courtney Walsh, Banquet Committee, HP 1833

Please Save the Date
The 2020 MHSP Annual Banquet and Awards Ceremony will be at the
Heathman Lodge in Vancouver on Saturday May 16th, 2020.
I am almost finished arranging our block of rooms for a discounted rate;
more reservation information will be announced in the January 2020
edition of The Sweep.
Banquet invitations will be sent via email; please stay tuned for more
information!
Email me (veganvittles@gmail.com) any time with Banquet-related requests, suggestions, questions, or
comments. Song requests and raffle item leads are welcome too!

SANDY SKI SWAP
Janet Nelson, AP 1792

When: December 6th and 7th from 1700-2200
Entrance to the ski swap is free.
This ski swap at Sandy High School is a yearly event. The proceeds support their Snowboard and Ski
Teams.
There is a silent auction with mountain vendors. They also present the latest Warren Miller ski movie.
This is a new high school with a beautiful Auditorium. I never miss this movie. This year’s movie
information is as follows:
The movie: "Timeless"
Doors open at 1730; the show starts at 1800
Cost $20
Where: Sandy High School
37550 Bell St.
Sandy, Oregon 97055
503-668-1882
Enter at the North entrance, not the Gym. Visit their website: Sandy Ski Swap
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RECRUITING TEAM
Glen Anderson, Recruiting Director, AA 1773

Things are starting to heat up as we transition from fall to the
prospect of snow-laden mountaintops. This time of year brings a
lot of excitement with ski shows and the impending openings –
come on, Old Man Winter!
We had good representation at the SkiFever show, and hopefully
made an impact on a few individuals who showed good interest.
We have about a dozen contacts from the website who are very
interested and I have a file going on them.
Next week we will be at the Multnomah Athletic Club (MAC) ski
movie night, followed by two full days at Snowvana. We will also
be targeting most of the area health clubs, climbing gyms, and
outdoor-related stores to put up posters.
We will also be having a few REI event nights to show what we
do and answer any questions.
Our largest resource for recruiting is all of us as one patrol. So
get the word out as much as you can, especially when you are on
the hill. Those long chairlift rides are a perfect time for this.
If anyone has any questions or ideas, or knows someone who's
interested in learning more, direct them to the "join the patrol"
tab on the website and to email mhsp@onebox.com. Or they can
reach out to me directly at glen-anderson@comcast.net.

Rough mockup of new recruiting poster

We're looking for a good class next year for predominately
hillers.

At the Mtn Host fall training session Hosts learn how a “burrito” is put together and
what is in it. Hosts, left to right, Doug Fischer, Debra Burke, Michael Zevely,
Jonathan Burton, Michael Thissell, and Aaron Cohen. Rachel Leiber is
demonstrating the equipment.
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MESSAGE FROM THE FIRST-AID CHIEF
Will Pardy, First-Aid Chief, HC 1744

Our new crop of OEC students are doing quite well. This is primarily due to the solid participation from
our instructors and assistants that teach on every Tuesday night.
This coming January 9th, 2020 is the student's "OEC - Practical Final" night. We will be testing out all 18
candidates on this one evening.
Dispatch has been opened up for 30 General Patrollers and 6 Hosts to play the part of patients.
If you can participate, please dispatch as soon as possible.
The scenario final will take place at St. Vincent's Hospital. The evening begins at 1800 and ends at 2200.
Thank you.

SUBMIT A CAPTION

Lets have some fun!! Here are a couple of photos from the Chair Evac at Skibowl. Not having been there
myself, I’m not quite sure what is going on… but I will bet you all have a good idea, or at least a humorous
rendition of what might have been going on.
Submit a caption for what might have been said.
Send all submissions to mhspeditor@mthoodskipatrol.org

Photo #1:
At the recent Skibowl Chair Evac Steve Barnett
(left) is showing Matt Rea (center) and Matt
Adamosky (right) something important. But
what?
Make a caption and we will publish the most
likely candidates next month.
Photo courtesy of Gary Peterson.

December 2019

Photo #2:
A lull in the action at Skibowl’s Chair Evac.
Dave Miller (left), Rick Hugo (center), and Ed
Taylor (right) contemplate life. But what are
they really saying (or thinking)?
Caption this photo and we will post the best
ones next month.
Photo courtesy of Gary Peterson
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HISTORY CORNER
Lisa Wilberding-Hargrave, MHSP Historian, SH/AS 1053

The Early Years
The first two seasons of MHSP were busy ones. In 1938 the Magic Mile chairlift was constructed east of the
lodge running from elevation 6,000 up to Silcox Hut. By 1940 the Forest Service was estimating as many
as 3,000 to 5,000 skiers around the slopes and trails on weekends.
The caliber of the early MHSP patrollers was quickly recognized by both the community and the fledgling
National Ski Patrol System. MHSP trained to a high standard from the beginning.
In 1940 MHSP had 60 members of whom 25 had “National” numbers (similar to a Senior patroller today).
Of the 85 National patrollers in NSP over 30% were members of MHSP.
The February-March 1940 issue of Ski Illustrated magazine profiled MHSP during their third season of
operation. This contemporaneous account of skiing on Mt. Hood is fascinating for its flamboyant prose
typical of the period and for a number of interesting facts.
•
•
•
•
•

The President of the National Skiers Association (and “National” Ski Patroller #1), said MHSP was “the
finest patrol I have seen.”
Many procedures implemented by National Ski Patrol were first developed and proven by Mt. Hood Ski
Patrol.
Early patrollers used trail phones and Forest Service radios to communicate.
The Mt. Hood ski season was even then known to last into July.
Benefits for patrollers consisted of a free ride back to Timberline after skiing the Glade, Alpine, or
Blossom trails (but only when on duty).

To see the full article: http://mthoodskipatrol.org/www/uploads/Main/1940-01 Ski Illustrated - Mt.
Hood Ski Patrol.pdf
Upcoming history topics: developments in Outdoor Emergency transportation, women of MHSP, history of
associate patrol, Mountain Host history, MHSP and National Ski Patrol.
Have a question about ski patrol history? Send it to historian@mthoodskipatrol.org.

Early shelter and sled with several patrollers. Looking mighty dapper.
Photo circa 1940
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CALENDAR
December
2 Council Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Conf Rm C/D – 1900-2200
3 OEC Class, Providence Hospital, Cancer Center Rooms C/D, NE Glisan, 1800-2145
4 OET Senior Orientation, Location TBD, Contact Jeffery Weitz or hVH before Thanksgiving
7 OEC Class, Summit Ski Area, Meet TBD
7 Avalanche Level 1 Module 1, TBD
8 Toboggan Instructor Dryland Training, Govy Building, 0800
9 Annual Holiday Party, Lucky Labrador Beer Hall, 1945 Quimby St., 1830-2130
10 OEC Class, St. Vincent Hospital, Souther Classrooms, 1800-2145
14 Toboggan Instructor On-Hill Training, MHM with debrief at Govy Building, 0800
14 OEC Class, Summit Ski Area, Meet TBD
17 OEC Class, St. Vincent Hospital, Stanley Family Rooms 22-23, 1800-2145
21 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
28 Associate Empty Sled REFRESHER, MHM with debrief at Govy Building, 0800

January
4 Associate Empty Sled Training, Location TBD, Time TBD
4 Wy’east Region’s 1st Senior OET Clinic, MHM, Time TBD
4-5 All On-Hill Apprentice (Hill and Associate) Training Starts, Location and Time as assigned
6 Council Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Conf Rm C/D – 1900
7 OEC Class, St Vincent Hospital, Souther Classrooms, SW Barnes, 1800-2145
9 OEC Class Practical Final, Location St. Vincents, Time 1800-2145
11 Avalanche Level 1 Module 2,
12 Avalanche Level 1 Module 2,
13 General Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Social Room, 1900-2100
14 OEC Class Written Final, Location St. Vincent's, Time 1800-2145
15 OEC Class Practical Final, Location TBD, Time TBD
18 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
25 Avalanche Refresher, Location TBD, Time TBD
26 Avalanche Refresher, Location TBD, Time TBD

February

3 Council Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Conf Rm C/D – 2000–2200
15 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
15 Avalanche Refresher, Module 2, Time and location TBD
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