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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
Winter has finally arrived and the mountain areas are in full operation.
We, as a patrol are also in full operation and are hitting our season stride. Dispatch bumps have smoothed
out and the area Teams, along with our Supplemental Patrollers and Hosts, have operations humming.
Many thanks to of all those who worked so hard and helped put a new system in place. You'll see it continue
to improve in the months to come.
I'd like to point out the need to keep our guard up concerning safety. We were hard hit last year with
multiple deaths from tree well snow immersion. This year there have been several deaths from in-bounds
avalanches at other mountains.
Fresh snow brings out heightened enthusiasm and sometimes a lack of awareness for snow safety. Most of
us have completed our Avy updates; if you have not done so, please sign up for your refreshers. Wear your
beacon before you head out in the morning and make sure you partner up appropriately.
This year seems to also be the year for a reminder that our Govy Building is there for all of us and needs our
attention. We are always looking at ways to make it more accommodating to our needs.
In the last year, changes have been made to bring it up to date with wifi, digital display for training, online
payment for overnight stays, and an improved heating system.
Mick Tarsel works hard keeping the building in shape but also needs our help when we use the facility.
We'll continue to make improvements throughout the year with the upstairs sleeping accommodations
being our next target for improvement.
If you pack food in and use the kitchen, make sure you pack out your trash. Food
should never be left in the refrigerator when you leave. Look on the Wiki for
complete information on the use of our Govy Building.
Last, but not least, this is the time of year when we want to take note of those who go
above and beyond in their patrol duty. When you see someone who has done an
outstanding job, especially under difficult conditions, point it out to your Associate
Supervisor and Hill Captain for recognition. We want to make sure those people are
recognized for their outstanding efforts at our upcoming Banquet this spring.
Stay safe, enjoy the snow and watch each other's backs. I'll see you on the mountain!

James Schuler

, MHSP Council President
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The Sweep is a MHSP Newsletter published monthly
by Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit.

Patrolling Area Operations/Showtimes:

Skibowl: Open
Tube Hill open.
Check with APCs
for Team times
and showtimes.

Timberline: Open
0730 Arrive at FAR
0745 Morning
Meeting
0800 Out the Door
1600 Final Sweep

Meadows: Open
Contact APC for
teams and times

Summit: Open
Contact APC for
times

Teacup: Open
Mon-Thu 1000 to
1500
Fri-Sun 0900 to
1600

FEBRUARY GENERAL MEETING
February 10th, 2020
When:

1900 to 2100

Where:

Providence Portland Medical Center
Cancer Center Amphitheatre
4805 NE Glisan St.
Portland, OR 97213, USA (map)
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MESSAGE FROM THE VP
Matt Wood, Vice President, AS/HC 1768

Legal Issues For Patrollers – Mandatory Reporting
The MHSP Legal Committee consists of Scott Collier, Alan Harvey, Zoee Lynn Powers, and John Fairgrieve,
and we owe them thanks for their ongoing review of legal issues that could affect us as patrollers.
A review of resort policies in early season spurred the question “Are ski patrollers
mandatory reporters?” Meaning, do we as patrollers have a duty under state or local
law to report suspected cases of abuse, especially child abuse and elder abuse?
The consensus opinion is “Yes” – ski patrollers are Emergency Medical Responders in
the state of Oregon and, as such, we have a duty to act.
This responsibility is made more explicit with the passing of the Safe Sport Act.
Please review: https://nspserves.org/the-new-safe-sport-law/
Alan Harvey (#1737) was quick to review information from his wife Lisa’s (#1756) excellent presentation
to the OEC class the last two years, to wit: Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) 333-265-0000 (17) defining
“Emergency Medical Services provider:”
(17)"Emergency Medical Services provider (EMS provider)"
means a person who has received formal training in prehospital and emergency care
and is licensed to attend to any person who is ill or injured or who has a disability.
Police officers, fire fighters, funeral home employees, and other persons serving in a dual
capacity, one of which meets the definition of "emergency medical services provider," are
"emergency medical services providers" within the meaning of ORS chapter 682.
So – while there can always be interpretation and “slicing and dicing” of the law, all indications are clear
that while engaged in patrol activities, we should consider ourselves mandatory reporters for all forms of
suspected child or elder abuse, including but not limited to physical, psychological, or sexual abuse.
Social Media Guidelines
As a reminder, we need to be exceedingly cautious about what we post, and what we allow to be posted
about us.
There was a child-involved 1050 recently, about which the parent posted on Facebook. While the post was
fortunately very positive about MHSP, it did include pictures of our patroller, a YAP under his supervision,
and the child patient.
While we came off in a good light in this case, this should still be considered a “close call.”
Maintain your situational awareness and if ANY public take your photo in ANY circumstances, please have a
discussion with them about use of our images.
Social Media Posting Reminders
1. Absolutely no photos of 1050s.
2. Absolutely no photos in any first-aid room.
3. No commenting on cases that may have gone to the news due to a fatality or for any other reason.
4. No posting pictures that let you distinguish the resort where the photo was taken.
MHSP maintains two Facebook pages, one public and one for patrollers only. Admins (Glen Anderson,
Alaina Waller, VP) curate these pages to adhere to our social media rules.
Please review complete Social Media use and posting guidelines on the Wiki and stay tuned for upcoming
revisions.
February 2020
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MOUNTAIN OPS UPDATE
Rachel Leiber, Patrol Chief, HC 1687

Winter Operations Are in Full Tilt
We’re now in the heart of winter season and running 12 teams at three areas as
well as Apprentice Training, TES Clinics, OEC Senior Clinics, and patrol shifts at
Summit and Teacup Nordic.
There’s an awesome buzz on Mt. Hood thanks to all of your hard work.
I continue to meet with folks as I round at the areas. Please don’t hesitate to chat
with me and share your thoughts and ideas.
Hearing from our members helps me keep a close pulse on how well we’re
supporting all members during the heart of our winter season.
Tryouts 2020 - We Need More Hill Patrollers
Recruitment is preparing for a big push for the 2020 Apprentice Class. Please encourage folks to come to
tryouts on Saturday March 14th at Skibowl.
Current patrollers are consistently our best source for new members.
On the Hill
We need more Active Hill Patrollers to sign up and we really need everyone to come out and put in their
days pulling hurt guests in sleds. The areas depend on us for strong teams of sled-certified patrollers for
treatment and transport that supplements their paid patrol teams.
Helmets 2020
In alignment with policy shifts at Timberline/Summit and Meadows, MHSP is increasing our policy
thresholds, to stay aligned with the areas' policy.
Effective this season, if you are patrolling, hosting, or training at Timberline, Summit, or MHM you are
required to wear a helmet while patrolling, hosting, or training.
If you are patrolling, hosting, or training at Skibowl, we strongly encourage always wearing a helmet.
We anticipate that a policy requirement could occur in the future, so it is just best to just get in the habit of
wearing a helmet 100% of the time.
Please be advised that your leadership will just kindly remind folks who do not initially comply; assume
good intent and ask if you have any issues acquiring a high-quality helmet.
Thank you for your support and for modeling best practice to our guests.
Govy Building - A Welcome Place for All Members
You’ll see new signage going up, reminding everyone of the 2nd Floor Sleeping Area House Rules. The Govy
Building is our safe, respectful, community place, where all members are welcome. Behavior, commentary,
or attitudes that reflect otherwise will be addressed directly and will not be tolerated.
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ASSOCIATE OPERATIONS
John Howard, Associate Director, AS

Winter has arrived in a big way. Thank you to all of you for getting us to this
point.
Bruce Harris is going to be joining Joan Turner, Scott Chandler, and Ed Taylor in
the Associate Supervisor training program for this year.
Timberline is transitioning to O2 tanks with the removable regulators. If you
haven’t replaced a regulator on an O2 tank in a while, please take a moment to refamiliarize yourself with the process. Ask if you need any help.
Have a great winter season

MOUNTAIN HOST OPERATIONS
Jan Silagi, Mountain Host Director, HS 60054

It is impressive each year to watch my fellow Hosts survive the crush of early season
guests arriving at the resorts, lined up to get their season passes and lift tickets, or
to rent equipment.
Again this season Hosts navigated enormous crowds at Timberline with ticket and
pass lines down the first floor hallway, and rental shop lines trailing up the stairs
toward the Wy’East Cafe on several occasions.
With patience and warm smiles, Hosts managed those lines, easing tensions and
answering questions. It is a supreme example of hospitality in action and I am
always very proud to be witness to it!
Thank you to all of you who dispatched for early shifts and jumped into the fire!
Your passion for what you do impacts the resorts in such a positive way!
Timberline management sends their thanks as well!
With Skibowl and Summit open, we are now in full operation on the mountain.
If you have any questions about dispatching for shifts to those resorts, please reach out the Chris
McCormack (HDA Skibowl), or Pat Adamosky (HDA Summit). You can continue to address any questions
regarding dispatching at Timberline to me.
Apprentices
We are very excited about our apprentice group this season. They are wonderful candidates and we have
every confidence that they will all be fantastic additions to our membership.
As you mentor apprentices this season, share your knowledge and encourage them to engage with guests.
Your role with them is not to test them, but to teach them and help them gain expertise. Remember back to
the days you were an apprentice and how overwhelming the range of questions from guests can be.
As partners in their learning process they will gain from your experience and partnership.
At the end of your shift together please fill out their Training Log.
Also, please help us identify that outstanding apprentice that we can recognize as Apprentice of the Year at
the end of the season at the Awards Banquet. Please forward your nomination and comments to me!
(continued next page)
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Recruiting
We are already recruiting for apprentices for next year. Remember that the best recruits come from you
and the conversations you have with guests!
If you have a nice interaction with a guest, reach out to them and ask if they would be interested in joining
MHSP as a Mountain Host. Consider your co-workers and friends.
Ask interested individuals to go to the MHSP website and hit the JOIN button at the top of the main page.
We will reach out to them right away!
Years of Service
I am so proud to announce that this season MHSP will be recognizing
Mountain Hosts with a Years of Service pin.
Our patrol colleagues are recognized for years of service through the
National Ski Patrol (NSP), but because the MHSP Mountain Hosts are not
members of NSP, we have not been recognized since joining MHSP.
The MHSP Council has approved their own policy for recognizing service
beginning this season and Hosts will be included.
Many Hosts will be acknowledged for five, ten, or fifteen Years of Service
with Mt Hood Ski Patrol at the upcoming Annual Awards Banquet on
Saturday, May 16th.
I hope that when we announce recognition recipients you will attend the banquet to be honored and
receive your pin. Looking forward to seeing you there!

AVALANCHE PROGRAM
Nicole Gaines, Avalanche Training Director, AP 1779

Two fatal in-bounds avalanches in January serve as a stark reminder of why we do avalanche training. I
encourage you to read this Silver Mountain Avalanche article that discusses the accident and patroller
response.
Also consider watching this Three Bear Air video to see footage of patrollers in action at an accident
scene. What is going well in this effort? Do you see room for improvement?
Need to train? You should have gotten an email on 1/21 if you are due for a
refresher this year.
Remember, this is a required training for Hill and Nordic Patrollers under 65
and Associates at Meadows. This is optional but recommended for the rest
of us.
Options for refreshers are:
• 1/26 Sunday
• 2/15 Saturday
• 2/23 Sunday (newly added)
• 3/8 Sunday
Not due for training this year? Check out the education resources from BCA for an in-home refresher.
Want more? The Association of Professional Patrollers is hosting a mid-winter clinic at Silver Mountain
the last weekend of February. There is an associated Pro-1 Bridge Exam offered at the end of the clinic for
patrollers who currently have a level 2 training.
See y'all on the hill.
February 2020
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TRAINING DIRECTOR UPDATE
heather Van Houten, Training Director, HC 1793

On-hill toboggan training season is upon us! Apprentice and Senior OET training
started several weeks ago and both are going well.
For current patrollers we have Toboggan Refreshers and Toboggan Enhancement
Seminars (TESs) that started in January and will continue through April.
All Hill Patrollers need to refresh their toboggan skills each year, just like OEC.
Toboggan instructors are out there and will be working with teams and supplemental hillers to get
everyone signed off. Kevin Havre is coordinating this. If you have a toboggan instructor on your team,
great! If not, don’t worry; we will be at the areas training and will work to get everyone signed off.
After you complete your toboggan refresher and the toboggan Instructor gives you the green light please go
to NSP and register for the MHSP Toboggan Refresher, NSP Course #P053190003.
Last year we only had a couple people who slipped through the cracks and didn’t get their Toboggan
Refresher done. If you happen to be one of those few people, you will need to participate in one of the TESs
being put on this year.
Last year we focused on tail rope for Refreshers; we will be focusing on this again since it is one of those
skills that we don’t use very often. However, if you feel you are struggling with any of your toboggan skills,
please come join us for one of the TESs. These clinics are to help all of us build our fundamental toboggan
skills.
We will also have another two-day fixed handled toboggan TES. As we have done in the last two years, this
clinic is one day at Timberline for fundamentals and one day at Mt. Hood Meadows for steeper terrain and
synchronization. These sleds are fun to run, especially when there is a lot of communication between the
front and back patrollers.
Dispatch is up for the TESs. We will have NSP course numbers for you soon regarding these seminars.
Sunday February 9th, 2020 – Mt. Hood Meadows TES: meet at the Govy Building by 0710 to carpool. NSP
course #P050200001.
Saturday March 7th, 2020 – Mt. Hood Meadows Women’s Clinic TES: meet at the Govy Building by 0710 to
carpool. NSP course #TBD. Breakfast for everyone at the Govy Building has not been coordinated at this
time. We’ll see if we can get it organized again this year.
Saturday-Sunday April 18th-19th, 2020 – Timberline/Mt. Hood Meadows 350 TES: meet at Govy Building
by 0700 to carpool. NSP course #TBD.
There are other TESs and SESs (Ski/Snowboard Enhancement Seminars) that will be hosted by other
patrols in the PNWD.
Mt. Bachelor will put on a winter Nuts and Bolts February 22nd-23rd, 2020. There is no fee for their clinic
this year. They are asking any visiting patrollers to not wear their patrol jackets to the event.
Crystal Mountain will be hosting their Advanced Terrain Clinic February 29th – March 1st, 2020.
For detailed information regarding the Mt Bachelor and Crystal Mountain Clinics, refer to the attachments
sent in an email from me on January 20th, 2020.
Have fun and be safe out there!
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SAFETY EVENTS IN JANUARY
Jan Silagi, Roving Reporter, HS 60054

January is National Safety Month for the National Ski Patrol and National Ski Area Association, and while we
all contribute to safety education on the mountain all year, MHSP and their partner resorts focused on
several specific safety issues this past month.
In meetings with Timberline last May, four areas of safety education were identified for 2020. Those areas
were: Know the Code, Lids on Kids, Tree Well Safety, and rope and signs.
One day each weekend in January, MHSP took the lead and set up a booth in the Wy’East Day Lodge with
informational materials and swag to give away to guests as we talked with them about these safety issues.
MHSP Hosts and Patrollers, as well as Timberline Pro Patrollers staffed the booth. We talked with many
guests each day and convinced several folks to purchase their first helmet from the Wy’East gift shop. An
important step forward for the personal safety of those guests!
Timberline showed appreciation to their skiing/riding guests by donating several very nice gifts each
weekend to lucky raffle ticket winners.
Skibowl joined in by setting up a booth on Saturday, January 25th to do similar outreach with their guests.
The booth was set up on the front steps on the west side of the resort, and luckily enjoyed nice weather for
the event.
Many thanks to the contribution of Diane Brunea, who helped set up and staff the booth at Timberline all
four days, and to Chris Able who took the lead to set up the January 25th event at Skibowl.

MHSP Patroller Jay Martineau and MHSP Host Diane Brunea
(back to camera) interacting with guests at the Timberline
booth.
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AWARDS

Matt Wood, MHSP Council Vice-President, HC/AP 1768
Pacific NW Division
While this is late-breaking news, we congratulate Kathy Lee (#90232) for receiving the 2019
Administrative Patroller of the Year from Pacific NW Division!
Anyone who does anything data-related on this patrol knows we cannot do our jobs
without Kathy.
Kathy not only keeps our registration and training records together but fulfills the
following roles in addition:
●
●
●
●

Region Instructor Development Administrator
Region OEC Co-Administrator (with Cleo Howell)
Division OEC co-supervisor with Janie San Romani of OR Region
Co-chaired the National committee for the re-write of the First-Aid Room
Module of the NSP Senior program with Janie San Romani of OR Region

Kathy Lee

She’s everywhere! Kathy ROCKS!
We also offer thanks and hearty congratulations to Jeffrey Weitz (#1236) and Jim Hamilton (#1726) for
their Meritorious Service Awards from PNWD.
Jeffrey was recognized for his contributions as long-time Division OET Supervisor.
Jim was recognized for serving as Patrol, Region, Division and Deputy National Medical Advisor.
While Jim has a relatively high MHSP number, it’s important to remember he’s been patrolling with NSP for
50 years!
Jeffrey “retired” from Division to be deputy national OET supervisor for the entire west coast, so tip your
hat or helmet to Jeffrey the next time you see him flying by and don’t miss Nuts & Bolts with him in June!
We are immensely proud of our patrollers!
MHSP
Now that the OEC class has graduated (Yay!) and the resorts are fully operational (double Yay!) and
training is fully engaged (Whee!), it’s time for all of us to be thinking about award nominations for MHSP
and Region awards.
Our 2019-20 OEC graduates especially should be thinking about nominations for OEC Instructor of the Year
and Hill or Associate Coach of the Year.
As the season progresses, any and all patrollers are encouraged to submit nominations in our many award
categories, including:
●
●
●
●

Alpine and Associate of the Year
Nordic Patroller of the Year
Hill Captain and Associate Supervisor
Hosts too! Host and Host Supervisor of the Year are a big deal!

Team members – if you have a patroller, HC, or AS who is really getting after it in their role and setting
themselves above and beyond, think about a nomination from your team (if you can stand to keep it a
secret from them).
MHSP award nominations can be submitted to me as MHSP awards advisor or to any Council member.
Region award noms should go to Steve Eversmeyer as Wy’east Region advisor.
(continued on next page)
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NSP
As I outlined in the December edition of The Sweep, our patrollers are responding to 1050s on and off the
hill.
If you are involved in a particularly severe case, or know of a patroller who was, please pass on all info to
me as the NSP Awards advisor for our patrol, so I can perform an investigation into whether the patroller
qualifies for a Merit Star or other award from NSP.
Briefly put, the Merit Star criteria are:
•

•

•

•

Purple Merit Star is given for saving a human life through emergency care and the use of ski patrol
skills. It is awarded to NSP patrollers who individually or are primarily responsible in conjunction
with others for saving a human life.
Blue Merit Star is awarded to NSP patrollers for outstanding or crucial support roles using
emergency care and ski patrol skills in an attempt to save a human life, but whose efforts have not
met the Purple Merit Star criteria; that is, life was not sustained for the minimum 24 hours, or the
nominee is not individually or primarily responsible for the effort.
Green Merit Star is awarded to NSP patrollers for an outstanding act of heroism that does not meet
the lifesaving requirements of the Purple Merit Star. It is given for arduous and/or hazardous
rescue work in which the recipient uses ski patrol training (e.g., at ski areas, air crashes, and
mountain rescue situations, etc.).
Yellow Merit Star is awarded to NSP patrollers for any outstanding act or service to the National Ski
Patrol. This award also may be presented to NSP patrollers for outstanding service in significant
support roles associated with the Purple, Blue, or Green Merit Star.

There are multiple instances in the last 3-4 years where our patrollers have received all of the above
awards. Each year, there are several cases where the actions of our members meet the criteria that would
result in a nomination.
Let’s make sure our heroes get their due recognition!

PRO DEALS RECAP (PART DEUX)
Matt Wood, MHSP Council Vice-President, HC/AP 1768

Hopefully you have all managed to wring some good deals out of our many sponsors and gear partners.
There’s a new option to add to the list:
http://www.outdoorly.com
Similar to a couple of the other clearing-house operations like Expert Voice, they are just getting up and
running. You can sign up now and their deals will start flowing soon. Note that you will need to submit a
copy of your NSP membership card and a copy of your OEC card helps, too.
http://www.teamwendy.com
This is a hi-performance helmet. They’re spendy (rhymes with ”Wendy”), even at our discount, but well
worth it. Point of contact here is as follows:
Marisa Billy | Sales and Customer Support Specialist
O 216-738-2518 ext. 273
E-mail: mbilly@teamwendy.com
Greg Coulter – www.bootsandmore.ski
Greg was previously the lead ski tech and boot fitter for Hillcrest, he has been a boot fitter for Olympic
athletes and patrollers alike. He is working independently now and available at Cell 503-917-9360 or
gcoulter40@gmail.com. He works out of his home in Troutdale and also in a shop in Hood River and offers a
significant discount for patrollers.
February 2020
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APPRENTICES GRADUATE OEC
Will Pardy. First-Aid Chief, HC/AA

We just recently graduated a new crop of students from the OEC class. Now, they are moving onto their
mountain training as Associates, Hillers, and Nordics.
Each of them participated in at least 24 days of training related to the OEC class.
When you see them, greet them warmly, offer your help, provide area orientation, and most importantly,
keep ski patrol fun for them.
Congratulations students!!!
Here they are:

Hannah Bauman
Associate

Jenny Blackerby
Alpine

Mark Bond
Alpine

Katherine Christensen
Nordic

Tom Clarke
Nordic

Laila Deardorff
Nordic

Hutch Hutchinson
Alpine

Blake Lackey
Alpine

Mitchell Law
Alpine

Sam Lefeber
Alpine

Heidi Loebach
Alpine

Mack Lussier
Associate
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(continued next page)

Paul Munn
Alpine

Ryan Roberts
Alpine

Jessica Tolzman
Nordic

Katie Stubbers
Alpine

Michael Thissel
Associate

Steve Tomlinson
Associate

The 2020 MHSP OEC Apprentice Class + Wilber, center with crash helmet (named for Will Pardy)
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ASPIRIN PROTOCOLS
Will Pardy, First-Aid Chief, HC 1744

The Govy Building first-aid supply cabinet now stocks individually wrapped Aspirin. Please feel free to
stock your patrol packs with one or two pills.
Mt. Hood Ski Areas Local Policy for Use of Aspirin in Acute MI
Introduction: OEC 5 pages 486-487 discusses the use of aspirin in a situation involving an acute MI.
Essentially it says a patroller may “assist a patient” in taking 325mg of aspirin and encouraging the patient
to chew it.
In order to support a patient with a suspected cardiac event as soon as possible, protocols have been
recently published for aspirin use by the general population.
It is anticipated that the new OEC 6 will contain a protocol very similar to what we here a MHSP have
developed. In the meantime the following policy is being implemented so that MHSP patrollers can provide
what is now considered the standard of care in this situation.
Protocol for The Use of Aspirin in Suspected Acute MI
If a patient presents with the symptoms suggestive of an acute heart attack (MI) the patroller will keep the
patient in a comfortable position (either semi-Fowler’s or Rothberg position), warm, elevate the feet to
assist in cardiac return and immediately contact AMR for transport.
If the patient has their own nitroglycerin, the patroller may assist the patient in taking this medication. It
should not be given if the blood pressure is below 100 mm Hg.
If there is no known allergy to aspirin or other known medical contraindication, the patroller will give the
patient one crushed or chewed 325 mg tablet (OR four crushed or chewed 81 mg tablets) of non-coated
aspirin with some water.
NOTE: At Mt. Hood Meadows, the decision to administer aspirin will be made by personnel in the base clinic
when clinic personnel are available.

COMMITTEES

Matt Wood, MHSP Council Vice President, HC/AP 1768
Communications Committee – while it might seem like you’re not getting communications from the
“ComCom,” you pretty much always are, as ComCom members are curating message content and style for
what you see coming from Council and training officers.
Front and center for the Communications Committee members is a major refresh of our Policies &
Procedures (or “P&P”), which we hope to have complete in the next several weeks
Modifications to the P&P are adopted by vote of Council – all are welcome at the monthly meetings if they
wish to participate in this discussion.
After the P&P refresh, we aim to have a refresh of our Bylaws, which requires a vote of a quorum of MHSP
voting members.
The Bylaws changes will be a bigger deal, as we wish to have “evergreen” Bylaws that truly represent the
bedrock of our organization.
The goal is to streamline the Bylaws to move operational and frequently changed items to the P&P. The
Bylaw refresh will be completed only after a couple of Council members attend a non-profit association
best practices conference in February.
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HISTORY CORNER
Lisa Wilberding-Hargrave, MHSP Historian, AD 1053

1946, World War II was over. The end of gas rationing allowed skiers to get back to the slopes, Timberline
Lodge re-opened, and Mt. Hood Ski Patrol became a non-profit corporation and got busy adding new
members.
Thirty-nine patrollers received their badges that year including MHSP’s currently longest serving member
(a 16-year-old Buzz Bowman), and the first 15 women to officially join MHSP.
The Mountain
In 1946 Timberline had the Magic Mile chairlift, and Ski Bowl (correct spelling for the time period, it
changed in 1988) installed a single chair on wooden towers in the Lower Bowl. But mostly there were rope
tows, some of them fearsome things where the riders held on to the rope with special clamps that could
ride over mid-span sheaves without excessive hazard.
Multorpor installed a modern T-Bar on the site of the current Cascade lift in 1950.
Ski Bowl expanded access to the entire Upper Bowl in 1954 with a Riblet double chairlift. In 1955
Timberline built the Pucci chair.
The Patrol
As patrol operations resumed, founding MHSP member Everett Darr offered room at his ski shop (the
current site of Charlie’s Mountain View) as a base of operations. Patrollers would meet there each morning
to be assigned to Timberline, Summit, Ski Bowl, or Multorpor.
By 1948 we began proficiency testing for members and created the first apprenticeship plan requiring eight
weekends of mentorship accompanied by regular members.
More developments were made in the area of first-aid. In 1950 First-Aid Chief Harold Johnson was fed up
with the old board and blanket splints modeled on the Red Cross book. He had the idea of a light split made
of plywood joined by muslin and holes for lacing. It was not long before his design was adopted by other ski
patrols around the country as the “quick-splint.” But here at MHSP we still call it the Johnson or J-splint in
Harold’s honor.
For transportation the period began with continued use of the old “dog sleds.” There was a lot of
experimentation. The Sun Valley shay was tested, as well as designs from California.
Ultimately the membership voted in 1958 to adopt the Akja (snow-boat), a four-handle aluminum sled that
was imported from Austria. MHSP spread the use and popularity of the Akja to other ski areas across the
west and continued to use mostly Akjas until the 1990’s.
National Ski Patrol System Outstanding Ski Patrol Award
By 1960 MHSP was the largest ski patrol operating at any resort area, a leader in the development of
patrolling practices, and known for our high standards. As a result, we were awarded the Minnie Dole
Outstanding Ski Patrol award for the 1960-1961 season.
Funny thing is that we were asked to return the award the following year after a dispute over insurance led
us to sever our relationship with National. But that is another story.
See some intrepid patrollers in action with the two different sleds on the next page.
(continued next page) ☺
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The dogsled photo is from White Pass Ski Patrol but
is similar to the types used by MHSP.
Skiers and Photographer Unknown
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Akja Sled being used at the NSP Convention at White
Pass.
Skiers and Photographer Unknown
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MHSP 2020 ELECTIONS
Michael Cummings, Communications Committee, AP/NP 1837

As we move into our second year of electronic balloting, each patroller and Host will receive a secure,
digital ballot via Survey Monkey.
Following the March General Meeting, nominations will close and a ballot prepared.
If you are a current, active, dues-paid patroller or Host, you’ll receive a link via email to the ballot through
the email address MHSP has on record for you.
If you’re reading this newsletter article, you probably received it via email, and your ballot will arrive
similarly.
The link will take you to the ballot and you can select your choice of candidates or write in someone else if
your preference is a candidate not listed. Submission of only one ballot per email address will be allowed.
Based on feedback from last year's balloting, we have introduced several ballot design changes.
Voters will now have the option of abstaining from voting for a specific position/candidate if they chose, or
to simply skip a candidate vote.
The Host ballot will show the Host Director as the first candidate on the ballot. All other positions are listed
in the order they appear in the MHSP By-Laws.
Both our data from last year and our testing for this year’s election indicate the average time to complete a
ballot is between one and two minutes.
You will receive several reminders both before the ballot distribution and after the ballot distribution. The
final balloting closes on April 13th, 2020, at 1930 PST.

COUNCIL POSITIONS UP FOR RENEWAL
Cleo Howell, Senior Trustee, MHSP #1444

It is time to start thinking about who you want on the Council next year. Elections for Council positions will
begin in late March and end at the April 13th General Meeting.
All Council positions, except for Middle and Senior Trustees, are up for election. The open positions are
President, Vice-President, Patrol Chief, First-Aid Chief, Secretary, Treasurer, Associate Director, Nordic
Director, Mountain Host Director, and Junior Trustee.
The nominating committee members are Moira Bono, Glen Anderson, John Cartwright, Terry Niedermeyer,
and myself.
If you are interested in running for a position or want to nominate someone please contact any of the
nominating committee members.
A candidate for the Council must be a member in good standing and have at least three active patrol years.
Nominations must be received by the middle of March.
We will continue to conduct the elections electronically this year as we did last year. That means that you
must have a current e-mail address. Please make sure that your e-mail address is current in the roster.
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AN ODE TO TERRY MORTON
Submitted by Kirk Miller, HP 1692

The following is from my stepfather, Ron Root.
I first met Terry back in 1971 when he was sharing an apartment with another ski patroller named Tom
Tompkins. A few years later, Terry joined the company I worked for. Since that time, we shared a close
friendship that stood the ravages of time.
Terry was smart, engaging, and funny. I never met a person who knew him that didn’t like him. He was a
craftsman supreme too, as good with his hands as anyone I knew. His tool room was that of a pro.
He could do finish carpentry with the best of them, but his greatest gift had to be the restoration of cars.
His pet project, which was a part-time effort that spanned several years, was building a 1930 Ford from
scratch. He enhanced it with modern parts and mementos from his high school graduation year, having
grown up in Salem.
Terry’s gone now. Many shall miss him, especially me. Below is the restoration project alluded to above.
It’s the best I’ve ever seen. I’m so glad he finished it in time to enjoy it a bit.
--Ron Root
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February

CALENDAR

1 Senior OEC, Summit, Time TBD
1 Senior OET Clinics, Mt Hood Meadows, 0800 - 1500
3 Council Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Conf Rm C/D – 2000–2200
10 General Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Social Room, 1900-2100
15 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
15 Senior OET Clinics, Mt Hood Meadows, 0800 - 1500
15 Avalanche Refresher, Module 2, Time and location TBD

March
2 Council Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Conf Rm C/D – 1900-2200
7 Ski The Glade,
8 Avalanche Refresher, Module 2, Location/Time TBD
9 MHSP General Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Social Room, 1900-2100
14 MHSP Tryouts, Government Camp Govy Bldg, 0700-1600
15 Senior OET Clinics - Finals, Mt Hood Meadows, 0800 - 1500
21 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
28 Associate Empty Sled REFRESHER, MHM with debrief at Govy Building, 0800
28 Senior OEC, Summit Ski Area, Time TBD

April
5 Senior OEC, Summit, 0700-1200
5 Bridge to Brews Race, Time TBD
6 Council Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Conf Rm C/D – 1900
13 MHSP General Meeting, Providence Portland Medical Center, Social Room, 1900-2100
18 Senior OEC Finals, Mt Hood Skibowl, 0700-1200
18 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
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