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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
First of all, I want to thank you for allowing me, once again, the privilege of serving
you as your President for the coming year. We have a new Council with great talent
and energy, and it promises to be a memorable year.
We've just finished our online Awards Ceremony and it was a great success
because of the tremendous effort spearheaded by outgoing Patrol Chief, Rachel
Leiber.
Thank you Rachel, and congratulations to all who were recognized for awards and
achievements throughout the past season and for the new Hosts and Patrollers who
have joined our membership. Next spring I look forward to seeing you all in person
at the Banquet and Awards Ceremony.
The past few months have been a difficult trial for us all and we are eager to get our lives back together. We
are going through an agonizingly slow start to reopening our patrol activities.
The ski areas are also eager to reopen the mountain and we've been working with the areas to formulate a
plan that meets all of our needs. Dr. Jim Hamilton and First-Aid Chief Will Pardy, along with Dr. Mike
Murray, from the Mt. Hood Meadows Clinic, have been putting together protocols that meet all mandated
safety standards and also the needs of the ski areas.
As that effort unfolds, we will present it to our membership. The mountain is opening slowly and to a very
limited number of the public.
It has not yet been determined how many Mt. Hood Ski Patrol patrollers will be able to dispatch, or when
that will happen. Timberline is opening on a limited basis and Skibowl is making plans to open as soon as
possible for summer activities also. We've been given no definitive dates yet. When we have that
information, we will pass it along.
The same situation on dates, deadlines, and refresher training protocols from NSP is also still a moving
target. Everyone is working very hard to find ways to bring annual training back into play so we can be
ready for the new season to come. Our training requires hands-on practice and that will be a real challenge
with present circumstances.
We will meet these challenges one way or another and we will overcome this pandemic. Your Council will
keep you informed when we have information and we will keep pushing ahead. Summer is finally showing
itself and I hope that you get out and enjoy the weather. I really do look forward to seeing you all soon and
until then, stay safe, have patience, and enjoy the time with your loved ones.

James Schuler

, MHSP Council President
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The Sweep is a MHSP Newsletter published monthly
by Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit.

Patrolling Area Operations/Showtimes:

Skibowl: Closed
.

Timberline: Open
MHSP OPS TBD

Meadows: Closed

Summit: Closed

Teacup: Closed

GENERAL MEETING – ON HIATUS TILL THE FALL SEASON
Matt Rea, MHSP Council Junior Trustee, HC/NP 1138

The General Membership Meeting is normally not held during the summer season. See you in the fall.

Everyone practices social distancing, even the vehicles.
Timberline Parking lot, May 2020
Photo by Dave Winterling
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MESSAGE FROM THE VP
Matt Wood, MHSP Council Vice President, HC/AP 1768

We’re All in This Together
I hope this message finds everyone healthy and adjusting to this craziness. I am
trying periodically to reach out to folks just to say hi and check in, I hope to hear
from you soon!
With Timberline having resumed operation, we can cautiously and optimistically
look forward to some summertime turns. Please be patient as the Council works
with Timberline to refine new COVID-related operating protocols, and please
understand we want to get on the hill too – just as soon as we can best ensure our
patrollers’ safety and well-being!
Updating MHSP Policies & Procedures and Bylaws
Chapter 5 of the P&P is done and is now on the Wiki, thanks to Kathy Lee and Lisa Hargrave. They can
never be sufficiently thanked for everything they do (and have done for over 35 years) for this patrol!
The new, 2019-20 Annual Addendum emerged from the P&P revision and, while a bit overdue, this
addendum is now a formal part of the P&P and is also on the Wiki.
The Annual Addendum is an annually revised document in which any year-over-year changes will be
reflected, most especially with regard to commitments and benefits, and any training requirement
amendments.
With the formal adoption of Chapter 5, the P&P review committee is turning its attention to other chapters
and administrivia, such as:
•
•
•
•

Review of Articles of Incorporation
Bylaw review and determining the best way to refresh these in balance with P&P
Chapter 3 – Administration
Chapter 9 – Registration

We welcome any questions from those of you just raring to ask about our P&P!

TREASURER REPORT
Jaye Miller, Treasurer, AD 1437

Thank you, members of MHSP, for your support over the last year.
I leave you in very capable hands. Lee Hall your new Treasurer.
Thank you Lee, for stepping up and taking on the office of Treasurer. I believe you
will find it rewarding and you'll learn a lot about MHSP history.
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MOUNTAIN OPS UPDATE
Dave Winterling, Patrol Chief, HP 1806

Fellow members,
I’m very much looking forward to serving as the Patrol Chief over the next
year.
We’re certainly going to have some challenges, but it’s great to see so many
dedicated people working hard to make good decisions, so we can get
through this challenging time safely while having some fun along the way.
My first duty is to recognize the great job done by Rachel Leiber as Patrol
Chief for the last year. Rachel is a great leader for MHSP, and set a strong
tone for accountability and performance for the MHSP leadership team. I
have really enjoyed working with Rachel, learned a lot from her, and am
looking forward to building on the many good things she put in place.
Next, a few words on the coming re-start of hill operations.
Operating Protocols
The Timberline management team has been working very hard to re-open in a safe and responsible
manner. They have implemented a strong set of new safety protocols for guests and patrollers, and are
continuing to monitor and update those protocols as needed. Dave MacIntyre and myself spent a day at
Timberline last weekend, and were impressed by how guests and employees were being conscientious
about following the new rules.
Our Council is following Timberline’s progress, and we anticipate to have a vote in early June on
authorizing a re-start for MHSP on-hill operations (ski and bike) at Timberline.
A big factor in the Council vote is approval of new MHSP operating protocols, with respect to COVID. Our
Region Medical Advisor Dr. Jim Hamilton and First-Aid Chief Will Pardy are taking point on this, building on
what has already been put in place at Timberline. Many thanks to Jim and Will for their excellent work. We
will forward these protocols to the membership very soon.
It’s anticipated that Skibowl (which has announced a summer opening on June 24th) and eventually Mt.
Hood Meadows will leverage the Timberline/MHSP protocols.
Timberline Summer Operations
Repairs for the Palmer chairlift are underway, and are expected to be complete by mid-June. There will
definitely be a summer “camp season” on Palmer, although total camp attendance will probably be down
(we don’t have final numbers yet).
The US Team will be on-hill in higher numbers than in prior years. No word yet on a specific start date for
bike operations.
For our hill apprentices, we have good news that Timberline is looking to open up a weekend date for final
sled testing, right after Palmer opens. More information to follow in the next week.
Some Recognition
Finally, I’d like to recognize and congratulate some outstanding patrollers who will be taking new roles.
•

Dave MacIntyre will take over as Area Patrol Chief for Timberline, starting in June. Dave has been a
great hill captain for Timberline’s A-team over the last two years, and has the demonstrated
leadership skills to continue strengthening our MHSP Timberline teams and building on our solid
relationship with Timberline.

(continued next page)
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•
•

We have a strong group of new Associate Supervisors – Joan Turner, Scott Chandler, Dianne
Applegate, Bruce Harris, and Ed Taylor – congratulations!
We also have a strong group of new Hill Captains – Mike Walsh, Courtney Walsh, Ned Olson, and Josh
Corey. As you probably know, Mike got a fast start last December, taking over Timberline C-team
and learning the hill captain role via “on-the-job training.” Josh Corey will lead the Timberline Bteam next year.

Very much looking forward to seeing our patrol team again, safely back on the hill!

Signs of the times. Reminders to keep your distance and to keep everyone safe so we can all enjoy our
favorite sport. Signs leading into lift lines, Timberline Ski area.
Photos by Dave Winterling

Dave MacIntyre practicing social distancing on fresh pow in Little Sand Canyon
Photo by Dave Winterling
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ASSOCIATE OPERATIONS
John Howard, Associate Director, AS 90227

Congratulations to all our new patrollers, and welcome aboard. Thank you for
sticking with us while we all work through a plan of action to keep everyone safe.
As the areas transition to some form of Summer Operations I look forward to seeing
many of you. If you have any questions, please don’t be hesitate to ask someone.
Have a great summer and stay safe out there.

MOUNTAIN HOST OPERATIONS
Jan Silagi, Mountain Host Director, HS 60054

Congratulations!
I hope you all enjoyed the virtual banquet as much as we enjoyed bringing it to you!
Congratulations to all the recipients of recognition this year!
Mountain Host of the Year
We recognized Bill Johnson as our outstanding Mountain Host of the Year. Bill
joined us in 2008 and has always been a steady and dependable member of the team.
In the past couple of years Bill has begun to do more mid-week shifts at Timberline
due to his work schedule.
As this season began, I asked our mid-week folks to let me know how their day on the hill went. Bill zipped
me an email almost every time he was up, keeping me informed on what was going on at Timberline and
even reporting on the weather and snow conditions!
Additionally, we had a couple conversations where Bill brought ideas to me and talked at length about
procedural issues. This connection to mid-week operations was very valuable to and demonstrated Bill’s
commitment to being a Host and doing his best at all times.
Thank you Bill for your efforts, and congratulations.
Host Supervisor of the Year
Our outstanding Host Supervisor for 2019-2020 is Luther Barker. Luther has been on the supervisory team
for many years and has always done a great job!
He makes sure everything is taken care of and has an easy-going manner and a great sense of humor…
always a nice thing in a ‘boss!’
This season we were a bit short-staffed for supervisors who dispatch to Timberline due to membership
attrition. On several occasions Luther stepped in at the last minute to make sure we had our supervisor slot
covered and our team members got duty assignments.
He was nominated by three of his fellow Hosts as well as two supervisors!
Well done Luther and many thanks!
Apprentice of the Year
The 2019-2020 Apprentice of the Year is Bill Hof. I have never had an applicant ask as many questions as
Bill did during his interview. He was so excited at the prospect of being a Host he could hardly contain
himself!
(continued next page)
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He did the same thing during our training days: asked lots of questions and was eager to be working with
guests right away.
He knew from the beginning that he wanted to make Skibowl his primary resort and was so happy when he
could finally begin training days at the resort.
Bill dispatched 17 days on the mountain this year. Nominated by several members of Mt Hood Ski Patrol,
we congratulate Bill Hof as our Apprentice of the Year.
Honorable Mention
A recognition of Honorable Mention was given this year to Diane Brunea.
Diane is a remarkable member of the Mountain Hosts. Since joining us in 2009, Diane has completed over
300 shifts on the mountain.
She was recognized as Apprentice of the Year when she joined and was recognized as the Outstanding
Mountain Host of the Year in 2014.
This year Diane took on two new responsibilities. The first was as a trainer with our apprentice class,
attending all the training sessions as well as revising and conducting all the on-slope training to include a
comprehensive ski/ride test.
She then followed half the team of apprentices as their primary contact through the season, following up on
the progress and being available to them for questions and to provide guidance.
In addition to this training responsibility, Diane made a significant contribution to safety education this
season. She helped to facilitate all four of the Safety Day events at Timberline this year as part of National
Safety Month in January. Her support in running those events and her connection with guests was
invaluable. She is a gifted teacher!
It is with much gratitude that we recognized Diane Brunea with an Honorable Mention for her
contributions in Training and Safety Education. Well done.
Upcoming
Our summer opportunities on and off the mountain are not yet finalized and we are still in planning for
dates for our fall refresher training. I’m sure that you all understand the very fluid process that we are
working under due to the Corona Virus.
We will keep you posted as decisions are made. I want to send my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your
understanding and good spirits as we make our way through this process.
Thank you.

GOVY BUILDING STATUS
Matt Rea, Junior Trustee, HC 1138

The MHSP Govy Building will remain closed for the duration of the summer season (at least) except for very
limited access for members to restock their first aid supplies.
If you are patrolling, a building access code will be provided each weekend to patrollers who are dispatched to
patrol that weekend at Timberline (and perhaps Skibowl when it reopens).
Members using the facility are reminded to practice social distancing. The kitchen and bunk rooms will remain off
limits.
Please stay tuned. We will let you know as soon as the restrictions are updated or lifted. Stay safe out there.
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RACE SUPPORT
Mike Anderson, Race Support Coordinator, MHSP 1510

Hopefully you are all staying healthy. Terrapin Events and our other partners
for racing in the Portland area are keeping in contact with us and the news is
hopeful, but not great.
Here is part of the latest communication with Aaron, who owns Terrapin Events:
“I hope you are doing well and everyone is holding up. We are all doing fairly well
here at Terrapin. Safe and healthy but itching to get back out there as well.
Right now here is where we stand. We haven't officially cancelled Girl Power
(Country Girl), Sunset on the Springwater or Run Like Hell. We are looking to
reschedule Bridge to Brews some time in late September or October. However,
doing that may lead us to cancel Sunset. Grateful Dad is officially cancelled. “
Aaron continues:
“I do think, however, there is a good chance we will not have an event in
2020. Even if we are allowed to have events, with new rules and regulations we
will not have the capacity to hold an event under the new guidelines. It will just be too difficult for a small
company like ours to be able to afford and adhere to the new standards. I will certainly keep you posted as we
hear more from the government and make decisions on each event.”
Having worked as your Race support coordinator for several years, I can understand the difficulty in
holding a run with Social Distancing and possible face protection. I am also concerned about our patroller
safety if we did have to provide first-aid, and the need to ride along-side of runners. I will keep you up to
date with any changes.
I do very much appreciate all of the notes I have received from patrollers asking about the status of the
races. We will get together again, but most likely next season.
So for now, let’s get ready for refreshers and the new OEC 6 protocols. I look forward to seeing you then.

Lift line bottom of Norms Ski Lift, Timberline Ski Area
Photo by Dave Winterling
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BIKE PATROL UPDATE
Steve Barnett, Bike Patrol APC, HS/AP 1858

Bike Patrol Is Coming….
We are still in a holding pattern for Bike Patrol, but hope to get things rolling in late
June.
We have a FAQ and other information posted in the Wiki, but keep in mind that
there will be some changes due to Covid19 protocols at the resorts (in
development).
A couple of tidbits from Skibowl:
• Skibowl's Adventure Park is planning on opening on June 24th, 2020.
• The NW Cup Round 3 downhill bike race, originally scheduled for Memorial Day weekend, was
postponed to a later date.
• The 6 Hours of Mt. Hood bike race at Skibowl is still on the schedule for June 28th.
• There is still snow on the trails around Government Camp. The Summit Trail had up to 3 feet of snow
in places on May 16th.

Summit Trail, Mt Hood Skibowl.
Photo by Stephen Barnett
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST DIVISION UPDATE
Joel Stephens, Wy’east Regional Director, HC 736

PNWD VIRTUAL CONVENTION
Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic, the 2020 PNWD Convention in Seattle is now a Virtual Convention. All
MHSP Patrollers are welcome to attend. It is especially important for Instructors, PDs. and Advisors. We
will keep you posted, but for now, save the date. Below is the Announcement from the PNWD.

2020 In Focus
Pacific Northwest Division Convention
August 8-9
This year’s PNW Division Convention will be virtual due to the state of affairs in which we all find
ourselves. Not to worry, we will still have all the good stuff as in previous years! We are confident
you all will walk away from your laptops and desktops with new information
for the upcoming ski season.
Saturday August 8th:
Executive Board Meeting: 8:00am
Break-out Sessions and PD101: Times TBD
Awards Presentation: 7:00pm
Sunday August 9th:
Division Board Meeting: All PD’s, Advisors etc.
Please SAVE THE DATE. We are working on the best platform to use for this Convention so we
can all participate in question/answer sessions. More information to come.
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CALENDAR
June
1 Council Meeting, Via Teleconference, 1900-2200
20 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
20 Cancelled Grateful Dad Half Marathon, Kliever Armory, 0745
24 Provisional Skibowl Operations Resumptions

JULY
6 Council Meeting, Location TBD, 1900 – 2200
18 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
26 Changed name to Girl Power and moved to August Country Girl Race, 0700-1200

August
1 TBD Girl Power Half Marathon, TBD, 0700 – 1200
3 Council Meeting, Via Teleconference, 1900 – 2200
15 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800

In order to maintain social distancing bump now has their own shack outside of Lift ops.
Photo by Dave Winterling
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