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NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT
October was a whirlwind month with new and untried ways to get ready for
mountain operations. OEC Refresher and CPR updates were up to the individual
to complete on their own (we are still watching the last stragglers catching up).
There are a few more training events to get everyone up to date but it's starting to
come together and looks like we will be ready to get back on the snow later this
month.
One thing we've learned over the last few months is that even if we can't meet face
to face for General Membership meetings, we can at least have some fun and meet
online.
We have noticed that more folks login into our online sessions than attended our in-person meetings preCOVID-19 and it is an entirely enjoyable event... food, drink and a very comfortable setting that is more than
we used to have at our in-person meetings.
Good information gets put out and questions are answered.
All in all, it is fun and informative and we will probably do more of them even after we have the opportunity
to meet in person.
Some of our members will not be returning to full on hill duty this year for COVID-19 related reasons. Some
are restricted by age or compromised immunity. That puts a crimp on mountain operations but I believe
that we're in good position to support our areas needs at this time.
Many thanks to our Patrol Chief Dave Winterling, all of the APC's, and our trainers for getting us through
these difficult times. They worked so hard in preparation for this season's operations.
Now we wait for the snow and a new season. So get your gear tuned up, your transportation prepped for
snow and ice, and dispatch for your days.
Enjoy this month of Thanksgiving with friends and family, and be safe. Pray for lots of snow, and we will all
meet on the mountain again soon.

James Schuler

, MHSP Council President
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Affiliated with the National Ski Patrol

The Sweep is a MHSP Newsletter published monthly
by Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Inc. a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit.

Patrolling Area Operations/Showtimes:

Skibowl: Closed

Timberline: Closed

Meadows: Closed

Summit: Closed

Teacup: Closed

NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Joel Stevens, MHSP Council Junior Trustee, T/GP 736

The General Membership Meeting will be held virtually during its normal time and date.
Expect information to come out for our November 9th, 2020 (the second Monday) meeting. If you have not
seen connection information by Saturday, November 7th, 2020, please contact your director or team lead as
to how to attend. Hope to see you virtually then.
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MESSAGE FROM THE VP – OCTOBER 2020
Matt Wood, MHSP Vice President, HC/AP 1768

Welcome to November! How’d THAT happen? Thanks to everyone who has completed all required training
– I look forward to seeing you on the hill before too long.
This was the scene at Timberline on 10/10; we won’t have to wait long!

This will be a very short report for me, with just a few updates:
•

•
•

•

P&P work continues. Chapter 3, “Administration,” is effectively done and will
be up on the Wiki soon. Be on the lookout for voting soon on Bylaws and
Articles of Incorporation.
The Investment Committee is happy to welcome new patroller Sam
LeFeber – thanks for stepping in, Sam!
The Clothing Committee welcomes new patrollers Mackenzie “Mack”
Lussier and Mike Thissell. Both have agreed to buy new 20,000-square-foot
homes to house our stuff…
o Fresh short-sleeve and long-sleeve shirts, long-sleeve quarter-zip
sweatshirts, and NEW bike shirts and jerseys will be available soon. We didn’t get in artwork
in time to go to press here in The Sweep, but stand by for a separate notification and for goods
to be for sale within November.
The Safety Committee is getting a boost from Annie Eversmeyer, a lifelong safety expert.

Remember that Hillcrest Sports is holding its “private swap” until early December and owner Dexter Hill
welcomes any help he can get from patrollers for working as gear experts, security, or go-fers. Pro nights
will be announced separately.
Dexter Hill email: dexter@hillcrestsports.com
Store Address: 2424 SE Burnside Road, Gresham OR 97080
Store Telephone: 503-665-4455
(continued next page)
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Crosses
If you’re dusting off your uniform and need new crosses, let the VP know:
• Email: vicepresident@mthoodskipatrol.org
• Cell: 360-921-8879 (calls between 2300-0500 are charged extra…)
Otherwise the following items are currently available:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large back cross - $12
Medium back or pack cross - $9
Small back/pack cross - $9
Shield (Standard/White or HC or AS/Gold) - $7
Shoulder crosses - $5 apiece
Name Tag - $7 (these are made to order – please allow up to two weeks for our shop in Tigard to sew
them)

MOUNTAIN OPERATIONS UPDATE
Dave Winterling, Patrol Chief, HP 1806

Fellow members,
The winter season is close! The weather has turned chilly, and flurries of snow have
been sighted in Government Camp.
The mountain is oblivious to the churning of our pandemic and elections downhill,
and will once again be a serene and rejuvenating escape. I’m very much looking
forward to restarting winter weekends on Hood, and hope that you are as well.
Things are coming together fast for this season.
Team assignments are complete, and it’s no surprise that we have openings remaining
on most teams, due to the impact of COVID-19 on the winter plans for some patrollers.
We have a number of new team hill captains and associate supervisors, for the same reason. The preplanning to train new team leaders in prior years has certainly paid off this year, giving us the flexibility to
backfill all openings.
Many thanks to Paul Van Der Bosch, Michael Cummings, and the APCs for managing the teams preference
and placement process this year.
On that topic of new leaders; we’re looking to maintain a solid training program this year for new hill
captains and associate supervisors – are you interested?
If you’re on a team now and would like to discuss a leadership path, by all means talk to your current team
leader and we can get you started.
If you are not on a team now, but are considering joining a team in future years and eventually a team
leadership role, contact the APC at the area where you are interested, or John Howard, or myself – we’ll be
happy to discuss.
Wendy Stuart is now working with the APCs to set up dispatch slots on Troopiter for the 20/21 season.
Team members will complete dispatch by mid-month.
Dispatch will be opened to the general membership in late November – we’ll send an e-mail communication
at that time.
(continued next page)
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The first dispatch day for Skibowl and Timberline is planned for December 5th, but we may add some
earlier days if conditions enable an early open anywhere. Skibowl will put a priority on opening their tube
hill at the earliest possible date – Thanksgiving weekend, if possible.
We have now finished the 2020 annual meetings for Timberline, Skibowl, and Mt. Hood Meadows. As
expected, each area is very focused on how to operate safely this coming season; this was a significant
discussion topic at all three meetings.
Each area is putting processes in place to control/limit the number of guests on-hill, and to manage
requirements for PPE for guests (e.g. masks). We can expect some adjustments during the year.
All of the areas are pleased and supportive of the MHSP internal training program on new protocols for
COVID-19 protection – some positive comments were received.
There are no significant changes this year on the terms of the agreements, following last year when we
made some major changes to standardize and update the language.
Our on-hill training leaders (heather Van Houten, Dave MacIntyre, Mike Levis, Glen Anderson, and Jeff
Weitz) have put the 20/21 training calendar in place and will be managing training events during the
winter season.
Look for communications during the season for upcoming training events.
Best wishes and stay healthy, DW

ASSOCIATE OPERATIONS
John Howard, Associate Director, AS 90227

Greeting all.
Something has happened this year that has not been an issue for a number of years.
(Aside from all the other stuff we’ve had to deal with).
Due to COVID-19 and other reasons there are numerous openings for Associates on
all of the Ski Bowl Teams.
If you have ever wanted to join a Team or have been considering joining a Team,
and you have decided to patrol this year, please consider joining a Ski Bowl Team.
If you want to join a Team at Ski Bowl please reach out to Matt Rea, Mike Levis or
myself. Thank you.
Hopefully by now you are well on your way to making decisions for this coming ski season.
Will I patrol? Will I be a team member? How can I participate in on-hill or off-hill opportunities? All of
these are vital and personal decisions that need to be made by each individual member, for their own and
their family’s safety.
The Council has decided that any patroller who chooses to opt-out for this coming ski season will not
jeopardize their membership in MHSP as long as you pay your dues and maintain your certifications. Please
maintain those if you choose to opt-out.
We are working with all the ski areas to get a handle on how operations will be conducted. This is a very
fluid situation and, as we discovered this past spring, will likely change daily as new information becomes
available.
(continued next page)
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Please be patient with each other as we try to participate in the sport we love while providing our quality
service to the areas and the skiing public.
Just a reminder, if you are going to patrol this season, please make sure you have completed the revised
OEC, attended your COVID-19 Return To Mountain Training, submitted your Medical Questionnaire, and
performed your Mask Test Fitting.
Be safe out there. Stay healthy.

MOUNTAIN HOST OPERATIONS
Jan Silagi, Mountain Host Director, HS 60054
We are deep into the training season for MHSP and I, for one, am welcoming the routine!
These long months of modifying our activities have made me yearn to get back to the familiar. We
are all adopting new procedures as we brush up our skills this fall, but the snow will fall and we will
have the opportunity to get back to doing what we love!
Host Apprentices
Part of the fall routine for Mountain Hosts is conducting apprentice interviews. We interviewed a
diverse and interesting group of candidates on October 24th and 25th to select the apprentice class
for the year.
Our first day of training with them will take place on November 14th. We look forward to
welcoming them on the hill for practical training next month.
Please join me in welcoming our Host Apprentices for 2020-2021.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lauren Gallison
James Lincoln
Mike Miskowicz
Mel Ozbek
McKenzie Smedley
Leigh Ann Williams.

Return to the Hill
Our Fall Refresher training dates are taking place this month on November 1st and 7th.
A few of our members have taken a leave of absence this season due to the pandemic. However, many have
dispatched for a training date.
We are pleased to be returning to Timberline, Skibowl, and Summit with modified shifts and procedures for the
safety of our members.
Our season typically starts on Thanksgiving Day weekend at Timberline. We begin dispatching to Skibowl and
Summit as soon as the snow allows.
A winter of deep snow would be a great respite from our months on confinement.
We are looking forward to joining our patrol colleagues on the hill!
Cheers, Jan

November 2020

The Sweep
www.mthoodskipatrol.org

Pg 6 of 14

BLS/CPR CERTIFICATION REMINDER
HANDS-ON PORTION UPDATE:
Ed Taylor, OEC Coordination, AS/AP 1830

In follow up to the article from the October edition of The Sweep, if your AHA
BLS certification card for CPR has expired in the last several months or will be
expiring before May 2021, please take action to remain current by doing the
following before November 15th:
1. Go onto the AHA site via the provided link (HeartCode BLS | American
Heart Association), and take the online HeartCode BLS course the link
defaults to. AHA fee for this course is now $31.00 and we are seeing online certifications coming in this
past week with the 2020 revision, which is great to see.
2. Once you have completed the HeartCode BLS course, save an electronic copy of your certification of
successful online completion. Email the certificate to Ed Taylor at etaylor04@msn.com; Cc James
Schuler at president@mthoodskipatrol.org. Ed and James will be managing the BLS/CRP records for
MHSP for the 2020-2021 season.
3. You will be contacted by Ed Taylor via email to schedule the 20-minute hands-on portion in a socially
distanced outdoor setting. The online portion must be completed before participating in the hands-on
portion.
About a week after you complete the hands-on portion you should receive an email from AHA with a link to
claim your card. The email tends to deliver into junk folder for some. Save off an electronic copy of your
BLS card for your records. You can either print out a copy or save an image onto your cell phone.
There will also be a $10 charge at the hands-on for the AHA card processing fee and a card reader will be
available for the transaction.
**Please also locate your card as it is a requirement you have your BLS/CPR card in your possession when
patrolling. During the recertification process this fall we are finding some who completed their
recertification last year did not download their AHA BLS ecard or did not see the email notification that it is
available.
If you recertified last year but did not retrieve your card or cannot locate the AHA email please contact Ed
Taylor for assistance.
As mentioned in the October’s issue of The Sweep, NSP has temporarily waived the Skills Demo requirement
that Patrollers perform during their year in between card renewal years due to the current COVID-19
environment.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Ed Taylor (etaylor04@msn.com).
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AVALANCHE PROGRAM
Mike Levis, Avalanche Program Coordinator, AS 1742

Patrollers,
All 2020/2021 season avalanche classes are open and on dispatch. As a reminder:
Avalanche Awareness
All Associate patrollers are required to take an Avalanche Awareness class once every three years. Two
classes are offered this season. These classes will be online and are two-hours in length.
November 17th, 2020
December 10th, 2020
Both are from 1830-2030. Associates who are due this year should sign up for one of these sessions.
Avalanche Level 1 (full class)
All new Hill and Nordic patrollers are required to take Avalanche Level 1 during their rookie year. The
class will be restructured this year to meet COVID-19 guidelines. The class consists of both an online class
and three days of field work.
Online sessions will be January 6th, 13th, 20th, and 27th from 1830-2030. *PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ALL
SESSIONS.*
Field sessions will be the weekends of January 30th/31st or March 6th/7th. Sign up for ONE of these
weekends.
In addition, you need to sign up for one of the Avalanche Level 1 refresher days (see below).
Please note there is a cost associated with this class - $35 plus text books. There will be more on this in the
class info that will go out to those who sign up.
Avalanche Level 1 Refresher
All Hill and Nordic Patrollers are required to take a 1-day Avalanche Level 1 refresher once every three
years. This season, refreshers are scheduled for:
January 23rd, February 20th, March 14th, March 21st, April 10th.
If you are due for an Avalanche Level 1 refresher this year, please go ahead and dispatch.
If you have any questions, please contact Mike Levis at avy@mthoodskipatrol.org.
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GOVY BUILDING IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Matt Rea, Middle Trustee, HC/NP 1138

As reported in editions of The Sweep this past summer, our Government Camp Building was significantly
damaged by an electrical storm that blew through the area in late May.
As a result of a lightning strike, a portion of the back wall was blown out with
framing, exterior siding, shingles, and interior walls damaged. Electrical circuits,
lights, and outlets inside the building were also damaged.
Additionally, as we inspected more closely, we realized that the building was in
need of an exterior paint job. The last painting occurred five years ago but
mountain weather is tough on old buildings and ours needed some love.
We are pleased to report that the 2020 Government Camp Building Improvement
Project is nearly complete.
Mike Allen, MHSP Alumnus and #817, is a builder and general contractor. He and
his son Grant completed the repairs on the exterior wall.
They are coordinating with an electrician to inspect all the electrical circuits and complete any necessary
repairs. When that is finished they will repair the interior walls.
The Govy Building painting project is also completed.
Our crew worked over four days, beginning on a wet and windy September 25th, when we power-washed,
scraped, and wire-brushed the entire building.
Work continued the next weekend, which featured perfect painting conditions with beautiful goldenautumn days and warm temperatures.
On Friday October 2nd, we caulked holes and did some additional prep-work, taped and screened the
windows and roof, and then sprayed and back-brushed a full coat of primer.
On day 3 we sprayed on and back-brushed a full coat of base paint.
On day 4, Sunday October 4th, we brushed on an additional coat where needed and applied the trim paint.
The building was thirsty! All told we put on about 20 gallons of primer, base, and trim paint.
Same colors as before (brown with red trim per US Forest Service request), but it is looking good!
Many thanks to the excellent crew who did the work!
• John Howard and Dave Winterling were there all four days and were stalwarts.
• Other incredible workers included:
o Steve Potter
o Matt Wood
o Katherine Christiansen
o Karl Haugen
o Kevin Havre
o Brit Anderson
o Beth Hicks
o Tina Rea
(continued next page)
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The Govy Building is now buttoned up and ready for winter. Some interior cleanup and reorganization is
still needed to get it ready for full use.
However, while the COVID-19 pandemic continues, we will continue to limit access and use of the Govy
Building.
It will be accessible this winter for members to restock their personal first-aid supplies, use the restrooms,
and change into and out of patrol equipment.
The kitchen and bunkrooms remain closed.
We ask you to continue practicing good COVID-19 protocols while using the building, including social
distancing (no more than 2-3 people inside at a time), cleaning surfaces after you use them, and wearing
masks at all times.

Repaired back wall
Photo by Matt Rea

Matt Wood power washing
Photo by Matt Rea

(continued next page)
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Steve Potter, John Howard, Dave Winterling,
Beth Hicks, and Karl Haugen
prepping the backside.
Photo by Matt Rea

John Howard masking windows
Photo by Matt Rea

Dave Winterling slapping on primer
Photo by Matt Rea

One coat of primer all the way around
Photo by Matt Rea

(continued next page)
November 2020

The Sweep
www.mthoodskipatrol.org

Pg 11 of 14

John Howard spraying on the base coat
Photo by Matt Rea

John Howard and Tina Rea back brushing
Photo by Matt Rea

Steve Potter putting on the trim
Photo by Matt Rea

The finished product
Photo by Matt Rea
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DR. DICK EDMISTON, PATROLLER #928
Gordy Winterrowd, Contributing Author, SH/AD 561

It is with sadness that I share the death of Dick Edmiston. Dick was Patroller #928, and he joined the Patrol
in 1981. He attended PSU then University of Oregon Dental School. Following Dental School, he served as a
dentist in the United States Air Force at Elmendorf AFB in Alaska.
Among the many impacts he had on the patrol, he was a Hill Captain, an Apprentice Coach, and served as
President in 1987 and 1988. In addition to skiing he loved climbing and climbed many of the NW peaks.
Outside of the Patrol Dick was a very strong civic leader. He was active in his Church serving in leadership
positions, and was President or held leadership positions in the Kiwanis, Lions, & Elks where he was
Chaplain. He was President or held leadership positions in the Washington County and Columbia County
Dental Society, three different Boy Scout Troops, Sunset Park and Wallace Park Little League, and Hillside
Community Soccer League.
Prior to joining the Mt. Hood Ski Patrol Dick was a Ski Instructor and Class “A” Ski Racer. He coached at the
Olympic Training Camp, the Alaska Junior Ski Team, and the West Linn High School Ski Team.
Dick was the son of Ariel Edmiston who was asked by Otto Lang to run the Timberline Ski School when it
opened in 1938. As a result, Dick’s skiing skills were among the best on the Patrol.
Dick practiced Dentistry in St. Helens, in Beaverton, and, after Dick and Barbara moved to
Brookings Oregon, in Brookings, where he was loved by his patients.
Dick has lived with Alzheimer's for the past 11 years.
It was always enjoyable to be around Dick, whether patrolling or at social functions. To me he was
someone I respected; he was always dedicated, and a good friend.
In lieu of flowers the family suggests donations be made to the Mt. Hood Ski Patrol or to
the Trinity Lutheran Church (https://tlcbrookings.org/) in Brookings.
You are invited to a service the Family will holding for Dick at Timberline the week of December 20th-27th.
More details will follow.
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CALENDAR
November
2 Council Meeting, Via Teleconference, 1900 – 2200, contact Matt Wood vicepresident@mthoodskipatrol.org
9 General Member meeting, Online, 1900 – 2100
17 Avy Awareness, Online Meeting, 1830 – 1930
18 Instructor Development, Online Meeting, 1900 – 2100, Prior online work required,
Contact Kathy Lee, leek232@gmail.com
21 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800

December
7 Council Meeting, Via Teleconference, 1900 – 2200
10 Avy Awareness, Online Meeting, 1830 – 1930
14 General Member/Holiday meeting, most likely online, Details to follow via email next months Sweep
19 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800

January
4 Council Meeting, Location TBD, 1900 – 2200
11 General Membership Meeting, Virtual Location, 1900 – 2200. Connection info to follow
16 The Sweep Newsletter Deadline, 1800
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